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TEAMWORK MAKES 
THE DREAM WORK

WANTED...
Merchandise Committee Chair

Bob Marco will continue to serve as 
the chair for a few more months so 
this would be a great opportunity for 
someone to learn what the position is 
all about and have Bob to help get up 
and running.

I am sure many of us have heard youth sports coaches or others at one point or 
another make the statement “teamwork makes the dream work”.  This is actually 
a quote and title of a book by Author John C. Maxwell.  I recommend the book if 
you haven’t read it.  But how does this quote fit into my message this month? I’m 
glad you asked….

As most of us are aware, earlier this month we hosted and celebrated our 
21st annual NE Saltwater Fishing Show.  This year’s show was the greatest by 
far, bringing in more industry professionals, conservation leaders, backyard 
craftsmen, manufacturing giants, up and coming young angling celebrities, and 
seasoned industry leaders, as well as, yes, a pickle vendor.  There are just over 350 
booth spaces in the show’s current configuration and over 215 exhibitors fill those 
booth spaces every year, for at least the last 2 years.     

Most of us are probably aware it takes an army of volunteers and partners to 
make the NE Saltwater Fishing Show possible.  Work on each year’s show starts on 
or around the last day of the previous year’s show.  Well over 100 individuals from 
RISAA assist with every aspect of the show from helping to secure our raffle permit 
with the RI State Police prior to the show, to filing the sales tax documents from all 
of the out of state vendors with the RI Division of Taxation following the show, and 
everything in between.  There is no way possible for me to say thank you enough 
to everyone who I am fortunate enough to work with who help to make it all 
happen.  From those who helped me make phone calls on one afternoon to those 
who worked all 3 days of the show, open to close, thank you all.  Our show couldn’t 
have happened without all of you contributing the time, energy, and passion that 
you did. 

As with all shows, events, and other “best made plans” of man, there are bound 
to be hiccups, misunderstandings, and statements like “I thought you ordered 
those”, “I don’t see your company’s name on the list”, and the ever popular “Oh 
good, here comes Scott…..”.  This year was no exception.  As much as I thank 
everyone for their help, I also thank everyone for their patience, flexibility, and 
willingness to endure the slings and arrows of others in the heat of the moment.  

For all the good and bad, the planned and unplanned, 
the ying and the yang, I wouldn’t trade it for anything in 
the world.  Probably the biggest thanks I can express is 
my thanks to everyone for allowing me to be a part of it 
all with you.  Teamwork truly does make the dream work 
and on behalf of all of RISAA, the membership, the Board 
of Directors, and all those we help out in so many ways 
throughout the year, Thank you everyone for being the 
best team that I have ever been part of.  

Now, where did I put those squid jigs...   

March 31  
SEMINAR:          
Finding the Cinder  
Worm Hatch

Featuring Panel: Sue Lima,  
Sue Esterbrook, and  
Scott Travers 

April 26  
RISAA BANQUET  
Quonsett Officers Club

 
April 28  
SEMINAR:          
Squid Fishing Tips & Tricks 
Featuring: Tom Wood
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RI SALTWATER ANGLERS ASSOCIATION  
Legislative CommitteeTHE WATCH

Reported by: Richard Hittinger, CHAIRMAN

(Continued on page 8)

The Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) makes 
decisions that are very important to recreational anglers in RI. 
The CRMC was created by the RI General Assembly in 1972 “to 
preserve, protect, develop, and, where possible, restore the 
coastal resources of the state.” They regulate all development 
within 200 feet of the coast, including aquaculture, offshore wind 
energy, public access, docks, and marinas. As many of you know, 
I served on the House Special Commission to Study CRMC in 2022 
to 2023. As a Commission we found that most of the CRMC staff 
are doing a reasonable job “managing” the coastal environment, 
but the politically appointed Council who generally have little 
knowledge of coastal science and engineering should not be 
overseeing all operations of the agency as they do currently.

Not only does the politically appointed council oversee the 
agency, but they also have final decision making authority on all 
decisions coming from the council. This has resulted in the council 
ignoring significant impacts of proposed development identified 
by staff and making decisions to move forward with issuing 
permits for projects. There are many examples of this including:

The CRMC issued a “Consistency Determination” (basically a RI 
approval for a project in Federal water) for the South Fork Wind 
project to be built on Cox Ledge even though CRMC staff wrote 
in their assessment that the project “is in the worst possible 
location in all of Rhode Island Sound”. The terms for the approval 
were negotiated in private between the CRMC and Orsted, the 
developer over a weekend without input from interested parties 
including the CRMC’s Fishery Advisory Board. This project has 
been constructed on Cox Ledge with unknown impacts to fish 
stocks and fishing activities there.

The CRMC issued a permit for expansion of Champlin’s Marina on 
Block Island after the staff recommended against the permit. This 
application was rejected by staff because of the environmentally 
sensitive nature of Salt Pond where the expansion was proposed. 
The agreement was made in private meetings without involvement 
from the Town of New Shoreham and other interested parties. 
The RI Attorney General had to get involved to dispute this permit 
decision and eventually the RI Supreme Court decided that the 
decision to deny expansion must stand.

In a case similar to Champlin’s, CRMC issued a permit to expand 
Conanicut Marina on Jamestown, RI after staff recommended 
against the expansion. Ultimately an abutter argued against 
the expansion and took the matter to RI Superior Court where 

the judge ruled that the CRMC erred when they approved the 
expansion without complying with their own regulations.

Many in RI recognize that CRMC needs to be reformed. RI Attorney 
General Peter Neronha said that CRMC reform is necessary “to 
modernize what has become an amateurish and sometimes 
slapstick approach to protecting our coastal resources.” Save 
the Bay has been leading the effort to reform the agency along 
with RISAA, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, Conservation Law 
Foundation and other groups. 

At this time there are five bills introduced to the RI Legislature 
(two in the Senate and 3 in the House). The first was introduced 
by Representative Edwards as  H 5453. It takes the RI coastal 
program and puts it into a new division of RIDEM to be known 
as the division of coastal resources management. It would take 
all of the responsibilities of the current CRMC but there would 
no politically appointed Council in charge. Instead the RIDEM 
Director and a new RIDEM Assistant Director of the division of 
coastal resources management would oversee operations and be 
responsible for final decisions. Like the RIDEM Director position, 
this new Assistant Director would be appointed by the Governor.

The second approach is more like the bill that nearly passed 
last year in that they keep the CRMC as a separate agency with 
a new name – the Department of Coastal Resources. These bills 
are Senate bill  775  (Sen. McKenney) and House bill  5706  (Rep. 
Cortvriend). They would give all of the authority given to the 
current CRMC to this new agency but there would not be a Council 
in charge. Rather, this new agency would have an Executive 
Director appointed by the Governor.

Another method to strengthen the CRMC is in H 6126 and S 
181. These bills modify the nature of the council. In both the 
council remains politically appointed by the Governor, but H 
6126 reduces the council to 7 members and requires members 
have specific qualifications including n engineer, a coastal 
biologist, a representative of an environmental organization and 
a representative of the Attorney General’s office. S 181 basically 
just requires a 3/5 supermajority of the council to override a 
recommendation by CRMC staff.

RISAA has long been in favor of CRMC reform. We have been 
advocating for changes that would:

Get rid of the politically appointed council;

CRMC REFORM

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText25/HouseText25/H5453.pdf
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/6rwxjiU5xqhXz36B42WhZQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/f_SFCneawr-kLPlshgmDag
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/HouseText25/H6126.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0181.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText25/SenateText25/S0181.pdf
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MEMBER PHOTOS

SEND US YOUR PICS!
If you have a memorable outing, send your 

 member photos to the editor definis@risaa.org

THE WELCOME 
COMMITTEE

Welcome  
NEW Members!

The purpose of the Welcome Committee is to contact new mem-
bers, welcome them to the Association and answer any questions 

they may have about RISAA and its activities.

Dawn Filliatreault Wood, CHAIR

RISAA MAGAZINE  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

RISAA is looking for volunteers to help develop their magazine which 
publishes nine times a year.  Writers, proof readers, advertising coordinators 
and associate editors are needed.  Put in as much or as little time as you 
want.  Will work with a motivated team of volunteers, staff and consultants 
that enhanced content and developed a new format last year that has made 
the magazine more popular than ever. 

Contact Fred DeFinis at definis@risaa.org

DECEMBER 2024

Jean Ruggiero - East Greenwich, RI

Tyler Green - Newburgh, IN

Paul Chapman - Middletown, RI

Jeff Coolidge - Tiverton, RI 

Liam VanVickle - Apex, NC

Michael Starsiak - Weymouth, MA

Daniel LaBrie - Coventry, RI 

John Walsh - Newton Highlands, MA

William Baugh - Providence, RI

Keith Hutchinson - West Greenwich, RI 

David Landry - Shrewsbury, MA

JANUARY 2025

MJ Lavallee - Hope Valley, RI

Bruce Kindseth - Narragansett, RI

Mike Spiewak - Wakefield, RI

Ethan Binder - Palo Alto, CA

Jason Cianciolo - Portsmouth, RI

Tom Link - Pawtucket, RI

Mark Turner - Bristol, RI

George Gremour - Warwick, RI 

David Naylor - South Kingstown, RI

House Speaker Skekarchi with the team from Snug Harbor.

Aiden Warner on a winter trip to the Florida Keys.



CraftyOneCustoms.com  |   401.293.0477  |  craftyonecustoms@gmail.com
1980 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871

REELS,
TACKLE,
APPAREL

CUSTOM
FISHING
RODS

Crafty One Customs has been built through a large collaborative 
effort. Rod builders, Professional Anglers, Charter Captains 

and our customers help to mold and bring CraftyOne’s unique, 
sometimes outside the box techniques and builds into existence. Gift Cards Available

KEEP UP WITH CRAFTY ONE                     @craftyonecustoms

PERFORMANCE, PASSION & POWER 
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By Scott Travers

2025 NE SALTWATER  
FISHING SHOW SUCCESS!

The 2025 NE Saltwater Fishing Show was the 21st Annual show 
for the RI Saltwater Anglers Association.  From what began as a 
gear swap among members has grown into the largest saltwater 
fishing show in the region.  This year’s show was another success 
for our association; the exhibitors and vendors who displayed 
and offered for sale the latest and greatest saltwater fishing gear, 
clothing, and accessories; and the general public who showed up 
to walk the aisles, attend the seminars, and upgrade their fishing 
equipment for the upcoming season.

Many people ask me “when does the preparation for the show 
begin? The answer is before the previous year’s show started.  This 
year’s show was no exception. One of the first items on the long 
list of planning for the show is the seminar series.  Finding the 
right speakers with the right topics and organizing them year after 
year is an ongoing process.  In order to keep the seminars from 
being the same year after year we do our best to rotate among 
the most popular speakers and topics from previous years while 
allowing for new presenters with fresh ideas and perspectives.  
For example, the seminar series for the 2026 NE Saltwater Fishing 
Show is almost halfway filled already.  

The same is true for the assignment of booth spaces and 
locations for the various exhibitors and vendors.  At the end of 
the show many exhibitors will pay for their booth spaces for the 
following year’s show before leaving the RI Convention Center.  

We have approximately 15% of the booth spaces already reserved 
for next year’s show.   

During the summer months we do a lot of outreach making 
connections both with prior show partners and new groups in 
order to have a well-rounded show representative of all aspects 
of saltwater fishing along with some other vendors outside of 
the saltwater fishing realm to ensure there is something to offer 
all family members who will be attending the show over its 3 day 
period.  

A common misconception is that the NE Saltwater Fishing Show 
may be hosted by us but it is run by a professional show promoter. 
That is not true. The show has always been run by members of our 
association. While it takes over 100 volunteers to staff the show 
during the actual show dates, it takes a dedicated team from within 
RISAA to do all the planning and follow up both before and after 
the actual show dates.  The dedication, teamwork, and support 
of all those involved in the process make the show happen every 
year. I cannot stress enough how important everyone is to make 
the event successful every year.

This year, as usual, the event began on the evening of Thursday, 
March 6, 2025, with the load in for vendors. The load in process is 
one of the most difficult parts of the show to manage.  Many of our 
show partners travel from great distances to attend our show.  A 
quick glance at the list of exhibitors and you will find groups from 
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Maryland, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Florida, and Iowa.  
We have a special team from within the show committee who 
works with the exhibitors to plan the load in schedule each year.  

Once the exhibitors and vendors had a chance to load in on 
Thursday evening and Friday morning, the Fire Marshal made his 
rounds of the show floor ensuring that all fire exits were clear and 
all other potential safety concerns had been addressed.  Once 
the Fire Marshal signed the permit for the show, we had a short 
dedication ceremony with a color guard provided by the Order of 
the Arrow and Sea Scout Ship 919, then we opened the doors and 
officially kicked off the 2025 show.

Every year the Veterans Administration pays for the first 200 
veterans to enter the show.  This year, we received information at 
the last minute that they were unable to do that.  RISAA stepped 
up and paid for the veterans and active duty personnel to enter 
the show for free.  

The show drew a crowd of just under 10,000 people over the 
weekend.  However, if you include all the various people who 
worked for the various exhibitors and vendors as well as those 
who volunteered for RISAA we exceeded 10,000 people at the 
show.  Many vendors reported record sales for the show this year, 
which makes everyone happy. When the vendors are successful, 
they will return for the show next year.  Many will also let other 
vendors know and they will want to attend the show next year, 

which makes the show bigger and better every year.  

I can tell you first-hand the experience, both professionally and 
personally, when you are part of an event of this size, is unlike 
anything that you have experienced before. When you walk 
around the show, see the packed aisles, observe the booths filled 
with items of all types, hear the seminar speakers, and watch the 
people walk around with multiple bags of gear and new fishing 
rods, and know that you were part of the team that made all that 
happen is incredible.  I almost can’t describe how thankful I am to 
be a part of the process and how proud I am to be part of such a 
great team.

This brings us to the planning stage for the 2026 NE Saltwater 
Fishing show, which is well underway. I promise some new 
things for 2026 that are going to make the next show even more 
successful.  Throughout the year I encourage others to get 
involved in the process.  I understand not everyone can make a 
huge commitment in time and effort, however, as I will often say, 
it’s one thing to ride in the back of the airplane, it’s another thing 
to fly it yourself.  If you are ever interested in seeing what it is like 
to make an event of this size happen, please feel free to reach out 
to me or any of the other members of the RISAA Show Committee 
and we can help find a place for you that fits your schedule and 
your time commitments.  I assure you it is a very rewarding 
experience being part of the biggest and greatest saltwater fishing 
show in the region, or anywhere.    
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Continued from Page 3 - THE WATCH

JOIN RISAA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
All RISAA members are welcome to join the RISAA Legislative Committee. 
If you are interested send an email to me at hittinger@risaa.org and we 
will send you the link (via email) to the next Legislative meeting. The next 

meeting is scheduled for May 22 at 6:30 PM via Zoom.

UPCOMING SEMINAR LIVE! Back at the ELKS LODGE  
60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI

This is an in person seminar at the West Warwick Elks Lodge, 60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI. We plan to have  
food available at 5:30 p.m. as in the past and plan to tape the seminar for members who were not able to attend.

SPECIAL NOTICE!

MARCH 31 @ 7 PM

The so-called “cinder worm hatch” is actually a mass spawning event where large numbers of cinder worms, small marine 
worms that live in mud flats, emerge from their burrows and swim to the surface to reproduce, creating a feeding frenzy for 
predators like striped bass. This phenomenon is often triggered by specific water temperatures, moon phases, and tides, and 
is considered a prime fishing opportunity. 

Those who have fished the “hatch” say it is like no other striper fishing. In this panel discussion you will learn when and 
where to go, lures and flies to use and the best strategies for success. Fishing with both conventional and fly equipment will 
be covered. 

Our panelists will be Sue Lima, Sue Estabrook and Scott Travers who will tell you when and where they go, what lures and 
flies they use and how they make the most of their time fishing the worm hatch.     

FISHING 
THE CINDER 
WORM HATCH
Featuring Panel: Sue Lima, Sue Esterbrook, and Scott Travers

Establish aquaculture permitting that considers existing uses 
without the internal conflict of having one person assigned as 
both advocate for aquaculture and permitting coordinator for new 
aquaculture leases; an appoint an internal lawyer to work at CRMC, 
avoiding potential conflicts with external legal representation.

Although the aquaculture issue is not addressed in any of the 
current approaches, both of our other two issues are addressed 
in H 5706, S 775 and H 5453. We supported the bills last year 
establishing a new agency just as S 775 and H 5706 do this year so 
we will support those bills, but RISAA will also support the other 
approach through H 5453. Unfortunately, H 6126 and S181 neither 
get rid of the politically appointed council nor solve the lawyer 
issue, so although they make improvements in the current CRMC, 

they do not do enough to advance coastal management so RISAA 
will not likely be able to support either of those bills. We certainly 
hope that one of the approaches in either H 5707 or H5453 passes 
this year so that we can begin to move away from politics in the 
management of our coastal resources.   



Make it interesting. A photo of you or your buddy standing 
facing the camera holding a fish is generally not that 
interesting. Try a different angle, dramatic lighting, action 
or some other technique that makes your photo stand out 
from the ordinary. For some great hints, watch the seminar 
by Eddy Stahowiak on the RISAA website.

Proper orientation. To fit the magazine cover, your photo 
needs to be in vertical format or what is often called “portrait” 
format on your printer.

Be conscious of composition. When taking the photo, be 
aware of what is in the frame. You don’t want a rod or net 
sticking out of the top of someone’s head or a bunch of 
clutter in the background. 

Watch the light. Some shadow and contrast help make a 
nice photo but you don’t want areas that are washed out by 
the light or shadows so dark that you lose detail. 

We need reasonable resolution. Cover photos need to be 
240 dpi. If the resolution is poor the photo will not reproduce 
in the large format of our cover.

Attention Members...  
Have Your Photo on the  
Cover of Our Magazine!

Submit your photos to the editor. definis@risaa.org  
Please include a description of the photo. 

Let’s have more cover photos  
from members like you! 

Some requirements and tips:

RI SALTWATER Anglers PAGE 9

By Mike Roy

The 2024 anglers of the year are Michael Tilelli (adult division) 
and Jack Harris (junior division).  Congratulations to both!

 Anglers of the year are determined by a point system assigned 
to each yearlong tournament fish species. First place earns 3pt, 
2nd place earns 2pts, and 3rd place earns 1pt for each species per 
shore, boat and kayak division. The angler who earns the most 
points at the end of the tournament is Angler of the year. In the 
event of a tie, the angler with the most first place fish wins. If it is 
still a tie the angler with the most second place fish wins.

For 2025 we have scheduled the following five special 
tournaments:

(These are all ten day events which include two weekends)

 Bluefish -Friday May 30th - Sunday June 8th. This will be a team 
and singles event

 Fluke- Friday June 20th- Sunday June 29th. This will be a team 
and singles event.

Juniors Tourney -Friday August 1st-Sunday August 10th. This 
tournament is for the most species of fish caught. Only fish listed 
on the YEARLONG TOURNAMENT page are eligible.

Seabass– Friday September 26th-Sunday October 5th. This will 
be a team and singles event.

Tautog Friday October 24th-Sunday November 2nd. This will be a 
team and singles event.

All Fish entered during special tournaments are automatically 
entered in the year-long tournament which starts January 01 and 
ends on December 15,2025.

A RISAA Sponsored Charter trip has been reserved during 
the Fluke,Seabass and Tautog tournaments.The tournament 
committee has also purchased a weight scale for these trips. This 
will eliminate the need to bring the fish to weigh stations and 
allow mates to clean catch for better table fare or to release the 
fish. Only tournament committee members will be permitted to 
weigh fish and a weigh-in slip and photo must be submitted. 

New for this year, a kayak division has been added to the year-
long tournament for Bluefish,Sea Bass,Tautog and Fluke.

I would like to give a shout-out to Bob Marco for stepping up to 
the plate and welcoming him as the Vice Chair of the Tournament 
Committee.

 Hope to see you all at the banquet.  

TOURNAMENT
NEWS
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COOKING YOUR CATCH
By: Paula Smalec

Captain Jason Howell
​(401) 742-2383

pamelamaycharters@gmail.com
Departs From Narragansett, RI

BOOK  
TODAY!

AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER

Striped Bass • Bluefish • False Albacore 
Bonito • Summer Flounder 
Tautog • Black Sea Bass

Light Tackle, Fly Fishing 
& Bottom Fishing

LICENSED & INSURED

This is a delightful dish that brings together the rich flavors of chorizo, the 
freshness of mussels, and a creamy, spicy tomato sauce.  It’s a perfect balance of 
heat and richness, making it an ideal choice for seafood lovers who enjoy a bit of a 
kick in their meals. Serve this with a side of crusty bread and a glass of white wine 
for a complete and satisfying dining experience.

Instructions: 

Scrub and debeard the mussels, discarding any that are open and do not close 
when tapped.
In a large pot, fry the chopped chorizo over medium heat until crispy. Remove 
and set aside, leaving the rendered fat in the pot.  Add the butter to the pot with 
the chorizo fat. Once melted, add the onion and sauté until translucent.  Add the 
minced garlic and cook for an additional 2 minutes until fragrant.
Pour in the white wine and bring to a simmer, scraping any browned bits from 
the bottom of the pot. Add the crushed tomatoes, sugar, salt, pepper flakes, 
and smoked paprika.  Stir to combine and let the mixture simmer for about 10 
minutes to allow the flavors to meld.
Add the cleaned mussels to the pot, cover, and cook for 5 - 7 minutes, shaking 
the pot occasionally until all the mussels have opened.  Discard any mussels that 
do not open.
Stir in the heavy cream and the fried chorizo, mixing well to combine.  Cook for 
an additional 
2 - 3 minutes until the sauce is heated through.  
Sprinkle the chopped parsley over the mussels and give everything a final stir.  
Serve the spicy chorizo mussels immediately with crusty bread to soak up the 
delicious sauce.

Source:  https://recipeoven.com/spicy-chorizo-mussels/

Ingredients:

•	 2 pounds mussels, scrubbed and debearded
•	 3½ oz. chorizo, chopped
•	 2 tablespoons butter
•	 1 large onion, thinly sliced or chopped
•	 5 cloves garlic, chopped
•	 28 oz. can crushed tomatoes
•	 1 cup white wine
•	 1 tablespoon sugar
•	 ½ teaspoon salt
•	 ½ - 1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
          (based on individual taste)

•	 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
•	 1¼ cups heavy cream
•	 fresh parsley, chopped (for garnish)
•	 crusty bread (optional)

SPICY CHORIZO  
MUSSELS
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Gull Cove is the northern-most section of an extensive salt 
pond system in Portsmouth near the top of Aquidneck Island. The 
southern portions are largely residential but the northern portion 
is undeveloped and open to the public. It is a popular spot for pic-
nicking, shell-fishing and recreating in kayaks, paddleboards and 
other small craft. There are no fees so it is an important resource 
for people of modest means. Here is some encouraging news from 
the Department of Environmental Management:

“Some great news is that the RIDEM-managed portion of the 
property is about to get much larger.   RIDEM manages about 6 
acres of land under a MOU with RIDOT for the fishing access area.  
Very soon we will be taking over the entire former RIDOT-owned 
parcel AND will also be purchasing ~70-acres of former Cardi Corp 
land minus the concrete plant.  A map is included here to give you 
a better idea:

The site will have expanded fishing, boating and waterfowl 
hunting opportunities. So a very exciting time!

The same grant that is funding Quonnie Resiliency designs 
is also funding Gull Cove designs, and we are approaching the 
stakeholder-engagement phase of the project, so GZA and their 
subcontractor, Right Turn Solutions, will be in touch to set up a 
small-group meeting with fishing/hunting stakeholders”.

This is certainly welcome news for users of this area!—ed.  

By Fred DeFinis

Hopefully, we will have the final 2025 regulations available from 
DEM for publication in our spring and summer editions as we have 
had in the past. In the meantime, It appears that regulations for 
Summer Flounder (Fluke), Black Sea Bass, Tautog (Blackfish) and 
Scup will remain the same as in 2024. 

As we noted previously, the Atlantic States Marin Fisheries Com-
mission (ASMFC) declined to take action on Striped Bass for 2025, 
deciding to wait until their October 2025 meeting to reassess the 
harvest data. Thus, we will still have a limit of one fish per angler 
per day, with a slot limit between 28 and 31 inches. 

Anglers should be aware that there will be a new requirement 
regarding how the fish is measured. The new rule would require 
the tail be pinched when determining the length relative to the 
slot limit. This is due to a concern that by spreading the tail or by 
pinching the tail the slot length is being expanded/eroded de-
pending on how the measurement was determined. The fish is to 
be measured in a straight line from the tip of the mouth to the tip 
of the tail, not by following the curvature of the fish. 

Once we have all the regulations finalized, we will publish our 
handy chart of regs.   

Regulatory Outlook for 2025

NOT MUCH  
CHANGE IN STORE

GULL COVE 
 RESTORATION

Tip of snout with mouth closed to tip of tail  
(excluding filaments). Tail should be pinched.
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With potential funding cuts to NOAA, it is important to understand their role in our fisheries

 NOAA BUILDS LOCAL ECONOMIES 
Fisheries support the livelihoods of 2.3 million people in our 
nation. They also support a robust U.S. economy, generating 
$321 billion in sales impacts and nearly $150 billion in val-
ue-added impacts.

Recreational anglers took more than 201 million saltwater 
fishing trips and spent over $72 billion t durable goods and 
trip expenditures. 

Seafood caught by fishermen in the U.S. also puts seafood on 
plates nationwide. Commercial fishermen landed 8.3 billion 
pounds of fish, bringing in $5.9 billion dollars of revenue. 

						      - NOAA FEUS 2022

Healthy fisheries are an economic driver for our nation and 
states.  According to Fisheries Economics of the US recreational 
fishing in Massachusetts has a $912-million sales impact on the 
economy annually , in Connecticut it is a $612-million impact, and 
in Rhode Island recreational fishing has a $419-million impact 
annually.  The value of fishing, particularly recreational fishing, 
is not understood by many as you have to use an all in number 
including bait & tackle shops, restaurant and hotel business, cost 
of gear and vessels, etc.

 The importance of abundant fisheries to keep this economic 
engine rolling largely lies with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).   NOAA is vital to fishermen 
and fishing communities all around the country. Fishing is a 
prime economic driver of coastal communities, provides millions 
of people with recreational opportunities, livelihood, and 
connection with our cultural traditions.

Congress has invested in the safety, stability, and future 
well-being of communities across the country by supporting 
NOAA so that it can provide life-saving weather forecasting and 
emergency preparedness services, conduct scientific research, 
ensure healthy and abundant fish populations and restore and 
maintain our coastal habitats and marine resources for the 
benefit of the American people. NOAA Fisheries (also called the 
National Marine Fisheries Service) provides the essential science 
and management that have made our fisheries among the most 
productive in the world. All this combined translates to increased 
fishing opportunity that supports our fishing economy. 

FISHERIES NEED NOAA 
It isn’t just NOAA Fisheries that supports fisheries. All parts of 

NOAA support fishing. 

•	 Weather forecasts and satellites: Fishermen rely on accurate 
weather forecasts to make decisions about whether and where 
to fish and how to do so safely. The fishing industry counts on 
NOAA’s accurate forecasts, warnings, and emergency alerts. This 
also means fisheries depend on NOAA’s operation of satellites and 
buoys and cutting-edge research.

•	 Navigation: NOAA provides nautical charts, tide and current 
predictions, and geospatial data that support safe maritime 
navigation for fishermen and for the vessels that transport 
fisheries products around the U.S. and the globe. 

•	 Environmental monitoring: Fishermen need to know about 
hazards in the marine and coastal environment. For example, 
NOAA’s work to understand the occurrence and extent of red tides 
can help fishermen and ensure safe seafood. 

•	 Habitat restoration: NOAA ensures the conservation of 
habitats important for maintaining healthy fisheries. 

•	 Community services: Many programs within NOAA offer 
services to assist coastal communities. Like extension agents in 
agriculture, Sea Grant extension agents are focused on topics that 
can help fishermen and fishing communities, such as seafood 
safety, fishing gear enhancement, and restoring habitat. 

NOAA WORKS THROUGH  
PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATION
NOAA doesn’t function alone—it works with countless partners 

on science, management, and conservation. From industry, state 
and local governments, academic institutions, community groups 
and others, NOAA partnerships touch communities throughout 

NOAA needed to keep fish abundant so recreational fishing continues 
to grow.  RISAA member Steve Brustein with black sea bass.

NOAA SUPPORTS ABUNDANT FISHERIES FOR OUR NATION
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NOAA Fisheries Benefits  
The Nation Through: 
•	 Data, science, and research foundational to U.S. fishing

•	 Economic and social benefits to communities

•	 Innovation in fishing gear and practices

•	 Ensuring all fishermen have a fair opportunity to fish 

•	 Reducing bycatch

•	 Ocean and coastal habitat management and restoration

•	 Delivering fisheries disaster aid 

•	 Improving safety at sea

the nation and provide sweeping economic benefits. Many of 
NOAA’s programs help fund grants and projects that are ultimately 
implemented at a local scale by local partners, including programs 
that support fisheries. 

For example, NOAA funds state recreational fishing data 
collection programs and state agency involvement in stock 
assessments. The agency works with states to implement 
habitat restoration and enhancement projects. Funding from 
NOAA enables state coastal programs and Sea Grant programs 
to address local issues that matter to fisheries. Shuttering these 
programs severely limits state capacity.

NOAA FISHERIES SUSTAINS  
COMMUNITIES AND INDUSTRY
Just a few decades ago, overfishing was virtually unchecked; 

weak management and insufficient science led to fish stock 
collapses. Congress and past administrations, with input from 
industry, scientists, and the public, worked to improve the system 
so that NOAA Fisheries can lead the sustainable management of 
fisheries and benefit coastal communities and economies.  

NOAA keeps fisheries abundant. Surveys on NOAA’s fleet of 
“white ships” and cooperative research with fishermen inform 
stock assessments that tell us how fish populations are doing. 
Without this science, managers would be in the dark, and 
fishermen would face more uncertainty and smaller catches. 

NOAA empowers local leadership and decision-making. The 
agency supports a uniquely collaborative system that empowers 
state managers, fishermen, and others to contribute to fishery 
management so that decisions are tailored to the needs of 
fisheries in each region. 

NOAA ensures a safe and abundant seafood supply. The agency 
carries out core management functions, including implementing 
and enforcing fisheries law. Ensuring a sufficient, safe supply 
of fish and other seafood while balancing the need for healthy 
resources and ecosystems is at the core of the NOAA Fisheries 
mission.  

OUR SUPPORTERS INCLUDE:  
Black Hall Outfitters - Old Lyme & Westbrook, CT

Breachway Bait & Tackle - Charlestown, RI       

Crafty One Customs - Portsmouth, RI                

Fin & Feather - North Kingstown, RI          

Frances Fleet - Galilee, RI                                                             

Lucky Bait & Tackle - Warren, RI                                    

Maridee Bait & Tackle - Narragansett, RI                 

Ocean State Tackle - Providence , RI  

Pete’s Bait& Tackle - Woonsocket, RI 

Quaker Lane Bait & Tackle - North Kingstown, RI  

Quonnie Bait & Tackle - Charlestown, RI                          

Riverside Marine Bait & Tackle - Tiverton, RI                                    

Saltwater Edge - Middletown, RI     

Sams' Bait & Tackle - Middletown, RI                                                                    

Snug Harbor - Wakefield, RI                     

Tackle Box - Warwick, RI

Watch Hill Outfitters - Westerly, RI

Weekapaug Bait & Tackle - Westerly, RI

SUPPORT LOCAL BAIT SHOPS  
THAT SUPPORT RISAA!

RISAA is lucky to have such great local bait and tackle 
shops that support us and our members.  When making 
purchases please keep them in mind as without them  
many of our club activities would struggle  to take place 
and they are a integral part of RI recreational fishing. 
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www.BREACHWAYBAIT.com

Fishing Gear & Tackle 
Line Spooling  •  Fresh & Saltwater Bait

Kayak/SUP/Canoe Rentals 
Ice  •  Propane  •  Clamming Supplies

166 Charlestown Beach Road, Charlestown
401-364-6407  •  info@breachwaybait.com

Southern Rhode Island’s  
Best Resource for Local Fishing

OPEN 7 
 DAYS!

FRESH 
BAIT!

Jonathan Lewie

401.601.5499

puravidacharters@gmail.com

rhodeislandtuna.com

captain |

phone |

email |

web |

JIG

RHODE ISLAND
TUNA

OFFSHORE

JIG

RHODE ISLAND
TUNA

OFFSHORE

JIG

RHODE ISLAND
TUNA

OFFSHORE

C H A R T E R S

www.www. .com .com 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
1 YEAR ONLY $29

YOUR FISHING.YOUR FISHING.
YOUR MAGAZINE.YOUR MAGAZINE.

OTW |  MAY 2024 1

T H E  A N G L E R ’ S  G U I D E

®

The
STRIPER

Special Edition

5  WAY S  T O  C A T C H  B I G G E R  S T R I P E D  B A S S

MAY 2024MAY 2024

NEW ENGLAND EDITIONNEW ENGLAND EDITION

covers fishing and boating 

in your backyard like no 

other publication. Each issue 

is jam-packed with useful 

information written by top 

local anglers. Subscribe 

today and stay up-to-date 

with the latest information 

on fishing our local waters.
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Our PAC has been active and effective this winter. I want to thank 
everyone who has donated to the PAC and let you know that we 
have been using the funds to reach out and speak with leaders in 
the RI House and Senate as well as key legislators who are work-
ing on issues that are likely to affect RISAA members and all rec-
reational anglers. At the time that I am writing this quick update 
we have attended 8 fundraising events and we have 4 more on the 
schedule. We focus on key legislators, including many who serve 
on the House or Senate Environment Committees. 

What is even more impressive is that we are becoming known by 
many legislators and they are even reaching out to us directly to 
let us know when issues coming up where we might want to pro-
vide comment. One such contact came recently when Rep. Boylan 
reached out to alert us about a bill that would remove all regula-
tion on blue crab harvest. We submitted written comment on that 
bill to say that it was far too general and that without any regula-
tion a stock like blue crabs could be decimated quickly. We were 
informed later that the bill had been withdrawn by the sponsor. 
Other legislators have reached out to us to see if we would attend 
hearings and testify on specific legislation. In most cases we did 
then attend and speak.

I think that all of this contact with legislators helps us keep the 
communication channels open so that the legislators can be made 
aware of how RISAA members think proposed actions may affect 
recreational anglers. Even though a particular impact is obvious 
to us, legislators with their own way of thinking may not even be 
considering a particular impact until we point it out to them in 
comment or testimony. 

One of biggest priorities of the RISAA Legislative Committee this 
year has been promoting construction of reefs to help protect 
against beach erosion. We were invited to make a presentation 
before the House Commission on Beach Erosion along with RI-
SAA partners from URI Department of Ocean Engineering and The 
Nature Conservancy. I believe we were very effective in making 
the Commission aware of how properly designed and built reefs 
can both protect beaches and provide improved marine habitat. 
I credit the work of the RISAA PAC for helping us communicate 
with those Commission members and giving us the opportunity 
to present before the Commission.

Thank you for your contributions.  

RISAA’S  
POLITICAL  
ACTION  

COMMITTEE
By Rich Hittinger, PAC Treasurer

HELP YOUR  
BUSINESS,  
RISAA &  
THE FISH!

Advertise  
with RISAA

Contact RISAA at 401-826-2121  
if you have  further questions.
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This is an in person seminar at the West Warwick Elks Lodge, 60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI. We plan to have  
food available at 5:30 p.m. as in the past and plan to tape the seminar for members who were not able to attend.

SPECIAL NOTICE!

APRIL 28 @ 7 PM

Tom Wood’s passion for fishing began in his childhood, as he 
grew up fishing the Bay and the beautiful Rhode Island coast. 
His journey into the world of squid fishing began in 2007 when 
he joined RISAA and had the opportunity to learn the art of 
squidding from one of our club’s founding members.

Over the past twenty-five years, Tom has honed his skills 
and has become a true expert in squid fishing, refining his 
techniques and understanding the nuances of this fascinating 
pursuit. He is widely regarded as a RISAA authority on the 
subject, and will share his wealth of knowledge in our April 
seminar, Squid Fishing Tips and Tricks.    

SQUID FISHING  
TIPS & TRICKS

Tom’s presentation will cover every aspect of  
squid fishing in Rhode Island including

Times & Tide • Locations • Gear • Weights • Knot Tying

Rigs & Jigs • Scents • Squidding From Shore

Head Boat Hacks • Squidding By Boat

UPCOMING SEMINAR LIVE! Back at the ELKS LODGE  
60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI
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Owned and operated by  
The Wolfe Family.

Make it interesting. A photo of you or your buddy standing 
facing the camera holding a fish is generally not that 
interesting. Try a different angle, dramatic lighting, action 
or some other technique that makes your photo stand out 
from the ordinary. For some great hints, watch the seminar 
by Eddy Stahowiak on the RISAA website.

Proper orientation. To fit the magazine cover, your photo 
needs to be in vertical format or what is often called 
“portrait” format on your printer.

Be conscious of composition. When taking the photo, be 
aware of what is in the frame. You don’t want a rod or net 
sticking out of the top of someone’s head or a bunch of 
clutter in the background. 

Watch the light. Some shadow and contrast help make a 
nice photo but you don’t want areas that are washed out by 
the light or shadows so dark that you lose detail. 

We need reasonable resolution. Cover photos need to be 
240 dpi. If the resolution is poor the photo will not reproduce 
in the large format of our cover.

Attention Members...  
HAVE YOUR PHOTO ON THE  
COVER OF OUR MAGAZINE!

Submit your photos to the editor. definis@risaa.org  
Please include a description of the photo. 

Let’s have more 
cover photos 
from members 

like you! 

Some 
requirements 

and tips:



PAGE 18 March/April 2025 - ISSUE 306

PROVIDENCE — A bid from a private club in North Kingstown 
to legitimize its illegally built seawall was rejected by coastal 
regulators on Tuesday.

The Coastal Resources Management Council unanimously voted 
to adopt the recommendation of its subcommittee and reject the 
petition of the Quidnessett Country Club for a water type change 
in front of its property.

It’s likely the end of a nearly two-year saga. With the failure of its 
petition, the matter is kicked back to CRMC’s compliance division 
for enforcement.

CRMC regulators were tipped off about the illegal seawall in 
summer 2023, some time after the club had erected it without 
the required state or federal permits. The agency issued the club 
a notice of violation (NOV) and ordered Quidnessett to take the 
seawall down or face fines.

The country club didn’t comply, and instead suggested changing 
the water type — a regulation classification similar to zoning but 
for coastal projects — to one that would allow the seawall. The 
water type in front of the club, which has existed since the early 
1970s, doesn’t allow for any development along the shoreline.

CRMC’s politically appointed executive board agreed to consider 
the petition for a water-type change, kickstarting the process for 
an advance notice of rule-making, essentially exploring the idea 
of making a change to agency rules rather than actually starting 
the process itself.

Legal counsel and experts for the club argued the seawall 
was necessary to protect the club’s 14th hole from eroding into 
Narragansett Bay, and that the Quidnessett Country Club itself 
was one of the state’s most significant and historic golf courses. 
Dozens of members of the club spoke in favor of its petition during 
public comment meetings held by CRMC’s subcommittee.

Robin Main, an attorney who represented the club in the final 
months of the process, didn’t return a request for comment.

But environmental groups and advocates were equally, stiffly 
opposed to CRMC’s subcommittee and executive board even 
considering the water-type change proposal in the first place, 
arguing it would set a “dangerous precedent” for future applicants.

Mike Jarbeau, then-bay keeper for Save The Bay, told council 
members last summer it would invite others to ignore state law 
in the future. “Between the ongoing violations and the current 

harm to coastal resources from the seawall, it’s inappropriate for 
the council to even begin considering the petition at this time,” he 
testified in a hearing last July.

Tuesday’s vote is a victory for more than just the environmental 
advocates, it’s also a victory for the growing movement pushing 
for the General Assembly to reform CRMC. Percolating in the 
background since the end of a legislative study commission in 
2022, efforts to remove the politically appointed council have 
gone nowhere in recent years.

Last year lawmakers took a pass on approving the bills, citing a 
fiscal estimate on the cost of agency reform from the House Fiscal 
Office that advocates at the time called “questionable.”

An hour after the council voted to reject the club’s petition, 
Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Neronha issued a statement 
celebrating the decision, and renewing the push for the General 
Assembly to overhaul CRMC.

“We need reform, and we need it now,” Neronha said. “The fact 
the council even considered this request, a retroactive plea for 
relief from the consequences of their blatantly illegal action, tells 
you everything you need to know about the state of environmental 
oversight in Rhode Island.”

Neronha also announced his office would soon be introducing 
legislation to change CRMC into the Department of Coastal 
Resources, stripping its executive body of its authority and giving 
it to the agency’s executive director. It’s how other state agencies, 
such as the Department of Environmental Management, work.

A spokesperson for the attorney general told ecoRI News on 
Tuesday night that the office had submitted the bill to legislative 
counsel, who would take a few days to draft and submit for 
introduction sometime in the future.

“While the Quidnessett decision ultimately came down in our 
favor, it’s only a matter of time before the next Quidnessett,” 
Neronha said. “We must embrace real and lasting reform before 
it’s too late. The solution is a dedicated Department with no 
agenda beyond acting in the best interest of Rhode Islanders and 
the environment.”  

Reprinted by permission of ecoRI and we thank them for their  
contributions to protecting our precious shores and waterways. 

CRMC REJECTS 
COUNTRY CLUB’S  
BID TO KEEP  

ILLEGAL SEAWALL
By Rob Smith / ecoRI News staff



RI SALTWATER Anglers PAGE 19

Stephen J. Therrien  
Memorial Scholarship

The Stephen J. Therrien Memorial Scholarship is RISAA’s most 
prestigious merit-based award and recognizes students who show 
outstanding achievement and commitment. Therrin Scholarships 
are intellectually curious and have demonstrated passion, 
experiences, or achievements beyond the usual.  They are, in 
other words, not just top students, but extraordinary people. 
All qualified candidates who apply for either the Rhode Island 
Saltwater Angler’s Foundation’s “Fisheries or Marine Sciences 
Scholarship” or the “Marine Sciences Continuing Education 
Scholarship” will be considered for this award. These are $500 
Scholarships.

Scholarships Committee 
David Michel, CHAIRMAN

2025 College Scholarships Programs
We encourage the participation of every member by helping us to raise awareness of 
our scholarship program. Please let your family and friends know about this program 
and tell them to spread the word.

Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers  
Association Member Scholarships

•	 Any RISAA member in good standing or their immediate  
	 family, specifically their children or stepchildren,  
	 grandchildren, brother or sister, or stepbrother or  
	 stepsister, who is currently a high school senior and will  
	 attend ANY college or university within one year, may  
	 apply for the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association  
	 Member Scholarship.

•	 The student does NOT have to pursue a marine  
	 science degree. Any degree program at any college  
	 is acceptable.

•	 $600 scholarships are awarded.

•	 Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis.

Rhode Island  
Saltwater Anglers  

FOUNDATION AWARDS
Fisheries & Marine Sciences Scholarships
•	 Awarded to any high school senior who will be attending  
	 either the University of Rhode Island or Roger Williams  
	 University, in a Fisheries or Marine Sciences program  
	 within one year.

•	 Three $500 Scholarships are awarded, and the recipient  
	 does not have to be connected with RISAA in any way.

Fisheries & Marine Sciences 
 Continuing Education Scholarship
•	 Awarded to any student currently enrolled at either  
	 the University of Rhode Island or Roger Williams University,  
	 and entering his/her second year in a marine science  
	 program.

•	 We also offer scholarships for students who have  
	 completed their Associates degree and will be entering  
	 a Marine Science or Fisheries program at either URI or  
	 RWU as a junior or senior.

How To Apply
if you have a child who is a high school senior, or know 
someone who is eligible to apply, let them know about 
our scholarship programs.  Applications and information 
is available:

•	 Go to www.risaa.org and click on the  
	 “Scholarships” button

•	 Email to michel@risaa.org

• 	 Call the RISAA office at 401-826-2121

•	 Applications must be post marked or  
	 received by May 9, 2025

URI Graduate School 
of Oceanography 
Research Vessel 
Endeavor.
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My first exposure to mCDR was when I learned about the plan by 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) to dump liquid so-
dium hydroxide solution into the ocean to study how it might im-
prove the capacity of the ocean to remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. Yes, they are dumping caustic soda, the same mate-
rial used to clean your drains, the same material that will dissolve 
bones, into the ocean as an experiment to study carbon dioxide 
removal. This project is known as the LOC-NESS project (short for 
Locking Ocean Carbon in the Northeast Shelf and Slope). WHOI 
has a website explaining more about this project at https://sub-
haslab.whoi.edu/loc-ness/ 

LOC-NESS is a field experiment that is proposed in federal wa-
ters. Originally planned to release sodium hydroxide into the 
wake of a vessel south of Martha’s Vineyard in September 2024 
and in the Wilkinson Basin in 2025, it is now only scheduled for 
Summer 2025 in the Gulf of Maine. The plan is to raise the pH of 
a 0.075 square mile (50 acre) patch of ocean by a few tenths of a 
pH unit in order to evaluate subsequent environmental impacts 
on the ocean and uptake of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

My reaction to this idea is: yes, sure the ocean has the capacity 
to absorb millions of tons of CO2 and the deep ocean is a place 
where CO2 can be changed into limestone and other materials 
over time but dumping caustic into the surface ocean could have 
some major impacts if not done very carefully! The truth is that 
the oceans have been removing carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere naturally. Since there is a balance between plants and the 
ocean and the atmosphere, as atmospheric concentrations of CO2 
increase, plant uptake increases naturally as does uptake by the 
ocean. Some of this CO2 uptake by the ocean has resulted in ocean 

By Rich Hittinger

Marine Carbon Dioxide Removal
acidification and coral bleaching because dissolved CO2 makes 
the ocean more acidic. Figure 1 below (from NOAA) shows how 
emissions of CO2 and uptake of CO2 have changed since 1850. 
Fossil fuel emissions from combustion sources in 2022 were about 
35 Gt (giga tons) CO2 per year and the ocean absorbed about 12 
Gt of that while land plants took up another 12 Gt but that leaves 
about 12 Gt of CO2 per year from combustion in the atmosphere. 
The goal is to have uptake equal to emissions so that there is not 
a buildup of CO2 in the atmosphere. In their “Sixth Assessment 
Report” the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
show that the ocean, including the deep ocean and ocean sedi-
ments hold a tremendous amount of carbon. This ocean carbon is 
estimated to total more than 10 times the entire amount of carbon 
stored in all oil, gas and coal reserves plus in other terrestrial soils, 
vegetation and permafrost combined.

What is a Gt? It’s a lot! A giga ton is one billion metric tones or 
roughly one billion tons.

As it turns out, NOAA has been working on this issue and has 
significant resources available online. Figure 2 below is taken from 
a NOAA fact sheet on the topic. The complete fact sheet can be 
found at:

https://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/
CDR-fact-sheet_final_-19July2024-1.pdf

This figure illustrates some of the methods that are in consider-
ation for trials or full-scale use in the ocean. There are companies 
that have been established to work on these technologies with the 
anticipation that they will make money selling carbon credits for 
taking carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere. 

Figure 1 from NOAA: https://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Key-Messages.pdf

https://subhaslab.whoi.edu/loc-ness/
https://subhaslab.whoi.edu/loc-ness/
https://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CDR-fact-sheet_final_-19July2024-1.pdf
https://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CDR-fact-sheet_final_-19July2024-1.pdf
https://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Key-Messages.pdf
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In addition to the approach of dumping liquid caustic into the 
ocean, scientists are actually considering dumping fertilizer into 
the ocean to increase primary production or growing huge farms 
of kelp and then sinking it into the deep ocean. There are also 
plans to pump deeper ocean water which has more nutrients up to 
the surface where it will feed phytoplankton and increase biolog-
ical activity or even pump surface water that has more CO2 down 
into the deep ocean. See the illustration below for many of the po-
tential mCDR projects that may be proposed in the near future.

I recently attended 2 sessions about mCDR where I was part of a 
small group of fishermen who provided review of plans and feed-
back to scientists working on mCDR and other forms of carbon re-
moval. Knowing that the ocean can absorb massive amounts of 
CO2 I had a few ideas that I shared including:

There are currently thousands of permitted wastewater dis-
charges into the ocean or brackish waters of the US totaling 18.7 
billion gallons per day. Rather than concentrating alkalinity in a 
dump of caustic into the ocean why not consider altering each 
of these discharge permits such that the allowable pH in the dis-
charge is 0.5 pH units higher? This would allow a large amount of 
alkalinity to enter the marine environment over thousands of lo-
cations rather than a few point sources. In addition, the locations 
where these discharges are currently are already impacted by the 
existing discharges so this would not cause impact in new areas.

The concept of pumping deep ocean water to the surface seems 

less intrusive than many of the other ideas where chemicals would 
be added to the ocean. In fact, large storms bring deeper ocean 
water to the surface all the time. It did appear that the only way 
that is being considered to perform this pumping of deep water 
is by electric pumps. If this idea is to be practical scientists should 
consider forms of direct mechanical pumping such as vertical 
floating pipes with simple check valves like tide gates. These pipes 
could use the ocean waves to rise up and down pumping water. 
Or another option might be to use a wind-driven pump like the 
old water pumps all over the mid-west US, but resistant to ocean 
fouling.

My final caution was that ocean water is highly buffered and 
contains many dissolved minerals so it will be very important to 
understand how the water will react to point source addition of 
alkalinity such as proposed in the LOC-NESS project.

My message to everyone reading this article is simply that 
the ocean may soon be subject to another major activity in 
our attempt to reduce man’s impact on the earth. We need 
to be aware of this potential and we need to watch for when 
these projects are proposed for our portion of the ocean. We 
will need to look at plans and comment about any potential 
impacts that we see so that scientists and engineers can mod-
ify plans in hopes of minimizing impacts. I would hate to see 
a repeat of offshore wind development where, in the govern-
ment’s efforts to reduce CO2 emissions they have now indus-
trialized Cox Ledge!    
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Locally Owned
         Locally Operated
                         Locally Priced

401-295-8711 • safesea.com
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
	 Scott Travers 
	 travers@risaa.org

PRESIDENT 
	 Dawn Filliatreault Wood 
	 wood@risaa.org

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
	 Capt. Richard Hittinger 
	 hittinger@risaa.org

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
	 Fred DeFinis 
	 definis@risaa.org

SECRETARY 
	 Susan Lema • lema@risaa.org

TREASURER 
	 Steve Skenyon, CPA • skenyon@risaa.org

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
	 Capt. David Michel • michel@risaa.org

BOARD MEMBERS

	 Gary W. Johnson • gary@risaa.org 

	 John Kim • Kim@risaa.org 

	 Bob Marco • marco@risaa.org 

	 Bob Murray • murray@risaa.org

	 Richard Reich • reich@risaa.org

	 Kraig Ruth • ruth@risaa.org

 
LEGAL COUNSEL TO  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
	 Mitchell S. Riffkin, Esq

RISAA OFFICE 
P.O. Box 1467 
Coventry, RI 02816 
(401) 826-2121  
WWW.RISAA.ORG

New England Saltwater Fishing Show™  
www.nesaltwatershow.com

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 
	 David Michel, Chair 
	 michel@risaa.org • 401-952-8697

CHARTER TRIPS COMMITTEE 
	 John Kim, Chair 
	 Charters@risaa.org • 401-826-2121

DEALER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
	 OPEN - Volunteer Needed 
	 Contact: travers@risaa.org

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
	 Thomas Wood, Chair 
	 tomwood@risaa.org • 401-263-3909

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 
	 Gisele Golembeski, Chair 
	 gisele@risaa.org • 401-935-0827

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
	 Raymond Marchak, CPA 
	 finance@risaa.org • 401-826-2121

FLY FISHING COMMITTEE 
	 John W. Edwards II 
	 edwards@risaa.org • 650-773-4168

FOUNDATION COMMITTEE 
	 David Michel  
	 michel@risaa.org •  401-952-8697g

FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE 
	 OPEN - Volunteer Needed 
	 Contact: travers@risaa.org

KAYAK COMMITTEE 
	 Kraig Ruth, Chair 
	 ruth@risaa.org • 401-640-3679

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
Artificial Reefs Subcommittee 
	 Richard Hittinger, Chair 
	 hittinger@risaa.org • 401-739-1875

Menhaden Subcommittee	 
	 David Monti, Chair	  
	 monti@risaa.org • 401-480-3444

Public Access Subcommittee 
	 Peter Jenkins, Chair 
	 jenkins@risaa.org • 401-826-2121

MERCHANDISE COMMITTEE 
	 Bob Marco 
	 marco@risaa.org

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
	 Scott Travers 
	 travers@risaa.org

RISAA MAGAZINE 
	 Fred DeFinis 
	 definis@risaa.org

SALTWATER FISHING SHOW 
	 Robert Murray 
	 murray@risaa.org • 401-378-5895

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
	 David Michel, Chair 
	 michel@risaa.org • 401-952-8697

SURFCASTERS COMMITTEE 
	 Jeff Sullivan, Chair 
	 surfcasters@risaa.org

TAG & RELEASE PROGRAM 
	 Robert Murray, Coordinator 
	 murray@risaa.org • 401-378-5895

TOURNAMENTS COMMITTEE 
	 Mike Roy, Chair 
	 roy@risaa.org

WELCOME COMMITTEE 
	 Dawn Filliatreault Wood, Chair 
	 wood@risaa.org • 401-263-3919

2025 OFFICERS & 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS RISAA CONTACTS

WHO’S WHO
in the Rhode Island Saltwater’s Anglers Association

If you would like more information or would like to join a committee contact: 
	 Scott Travers  •  Travers@risaa.org

MAGAZINE DESIGN & LAYOUT:  Eddy Stahowiak -  LBEddy9@gmail.com
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PLATINUM ($500+)
The Rhode Island Community Foundation
Lynn Medeiros - In memory of Steve Medeiros
Curt and Marianne Caserta - In memory of Bruce Getchell

SILVER ($100+)
Kenneth Cooper
The Piper Family Fund
Maurice LeBlanc
Carl Tiska
Captain David Michel
Luca Razza
William McCleish - In memory of Peggy and Wally Krupinski
Joan Bradbury
Garth Fondo
Captain David Michel
David Narkewicz - In memory of Michael Imbornone
Pioneer Valley Boat & Surf Club In memory of James D. McKeough
Dennis Gallagher

RHODE ISLAND  
Saltwater Anglers Foundation

A non-profit, IRS recognized (501c3) charitable and community service foundation. 
Contributions to the RISA Foundation are deductible on your federal income tax.

2025 FOUNDATION DONATIONS

THANK YOU!The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Foundation
Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution to

Name                                                                                                                                  Phone

Address                                                                                                                              State                       Zip           

Enclosed is cash or check for:            $5            $10            $25            $50            $100            Other  $ 

	  It’s OK to Print My Name               Please DO NOT Print My Name      

	 Donation Made In The Name Of:

PLEASE 
PRINT

Or fill out the form below and mail to the RISA Foundation.

MAIL TO:  
RISA Foundation 
P.O. Box 1467 
Coventry, RI 02816

MAKE A DONATION ONLINE:   
WWW.RISAA.ORG/THE-FOUNDATION

BRONZE ($50+)
John Meyer
Robert Francis
Bruce Kindseth
William Sokolowski
Mark Turner
Timothy Dillon In memory of Mike Imbornone
Don Goodroe
D. Kielau and John Paul Charitable Fund
Norman Cabana	

COPPER (up to $49)
Phyllis Vivari In memory of John Vivari	
Douglas Sturgis
Rick Rheinberger
Jim Salomon
George Gremour
Daniel Watson
Rich Heffernan
Carl DiRocco
John Ganter

Any donation over 
$10 will be sent a 
receipt that proves 
your contribution for 

tax purposes.
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Sometimes RISAA acknowledges the names of contributors in our newsletter, do you prefer that:

Political Action Committee

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!

THANK YOU!
Name                                                                                                                                  Phone

Address                                                                                                                              State                       Zip           

Enclosed is cash or check for:            $10          $25           $100           Other  $ 

 

	  

          Please DO NOT Print My Name                It’s OK to Print My Name:               

PLEASE 
PRINT

Donations ONLY 
accepted from 
individuals. No 
company or 

organization check 
can be accepted.  

(R.I. Law)

MAIL TO:  
RISAA PAC 
P.O. Box 1467 
Coventry, RI 02816

(Make checks payable to RISAA PAC)

With your help, we can continue to work within the political system 
 to safeguard the rights and traditions of recreational fishing.

2025 PAC DONORS 
One of the missions of RISAA is to represent the concerns of the 
recreational community on regulatory and legislative issues.  That 
means that we have to deal with elected officials.

Fortunately, there area number of legislatures who have worked 
hard on our behalf and others who support RISAA’s principles.  We 
need to be sure those officials remain in office.

It is also important that legislatures understand who we are.  If 
we don’t advance our own causes, no one will do it for us.

By law, our Association can not contribute funds to any 
candidate, therefor we have established a legal, incorporated 
and registered Political Action Committee which CAN make 
contributions on our behalf.  It has an independent treasurer and 
its own bank account. 

Only donations specifically made to the RISAA PAC can be used.  
Under no circumstances can any membership dues money - or any 
other contributions made to the Association - be used for the PAC.  
It would be a violation of state election laws for any money from 
RISAA to be used for PAC purposes.

Also, all money received by the PAC must come from individual 
donors.  No contribution can be accepted from any organization 
or business interest.

Political Action Committee
The Rhode Island’s Saltwater Anglers Association’s  

DEMOCRACY IS NOT A 
 SPECTATOR SPORT! 
To be effective, we must participate in the system.

PLATINUM  ($500+) 
SILVER  ($100+) 
Kenneth Cooper 
Garth Fondo 
Carl Tiska 

John Turchetti

BRONZE ($50+)

COPPER (UP TO $49) 
James Riggs



The Rhode Island Saltwater Angler’s Association (RISAA) believes in the sensible management of fisheries and the conservation and restoration of all 
marine resources. RISAA has accepted a leadership role in order to provide a unified voice to preserve and protect  the rights, traditions and future of 
recreational angling. In order to achieve these goals, it is important for organizations who have the same goals to join together, uniting their voices 
and votes for the good of present and future generations of anglers. Therefor, RISAA is proud to be AFFILIATED with these respected organizations:

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS 

COALITION PARTNERS 
In order to promote fisheries management and conservation on a regional , national and international scale,  

the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association has associated with these organizations:

Seaconnet  
Sportsman’s Club

Crossroads Anglers 
�Flyfishing Club 

Hartford Surf  
Fishing Club
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

INFORMATION

Prefer to Fish From (check all that apply):

       Rocks & Piers          Charter Boats         Party Boats          Fly Fishing         Surfcasting         Other 

       Own Boat:   Length:                  ft     Maker/Type:                                              Boat Name:                                              Docked at:    

How did you hear about RISAA?

       Friend            Tackle Shop            Facebook            News Article            RISAA Newsletter            Fishing Show            Web Site 

       Saw Advertisement at:          Internet                Magazine                  Newspaper               TV             Other

The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association is a nonprofit Association established to provide a forum for 
saltwater anglers; to provide education to members concerning fishing techniques and overall enjoyment of fishing; 
to foster sportsmanship; to support marine conservation and the sound management of fisheries resources; and 
provide a unified voice to preserve and protect the rights, traditions and the future of recreational fishing.

PL
EA
SE
 P
RI
N
T 
CL
EA
RL
Y

First Name                                                                                      Middle Initial                    Last Name     	            	           	           	          	

Address                                                                                                   City                                                                            State                   Zip

Date Of Birth                                      Phone #   (                          )                                                              E-mail              

         Put me on RISAA E-mail list:          YES           NO Thank You

Occupation                                                                                                    Employed At

Children (up to 17 yrs):                  

        Register them as Junior Members (FREE).           YES (Complete Below)            NO Thank You

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION

Enclosed is my check for $                                    (Payable to: RISAA)
To pay by credit card, visit: www.risaa.org/register 

Meetings: Held on the last Monday of each month at the West Warwick Elks in West Warwick, RI at 7:00 pm. (attendance not required)

Membership Benefits Include:  Monthly Seminars • Fishing Tournaments  • Fishing Trips • Monthly Newsletter • Discounts at Tackle Shops & 
Marine Dealers • Social Events • College Scholarships • Adds your voice to fisheries management and conservation issues.

MAIL TO: 
RISAA 
PO BOX 1467 
Coventry, RI 02816

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

	 Regular Adult: $60/year

		  Multiple Years (save $5/year):              $100 (2 yrs)                 $165 (3 yrs)              $220 (4 yrs)

	 Senior (Age 65+): $35/year.    Requires date of birth:

	 Life Member: $500 (one time, single payment)

	 Student (College/Trade School): $35/year (max .6 yrs).  Requires copy of current student ID card

	 Junior Member: FREE (Up to 17 years. Requires parent membership or a RISAA sponsor)

	        Junior’s Name:                                                                                       Age                Date of Birth

	        Junior’s Name:                                                                                       Age                Date of Birth

	        RISAA Sponsor (if parent not a member):                                                                                          Relationship

Complete the form below and mail to: RISAA, P.O. Box 1467, Coventry, RI 02816  
or  REGISTER ONLINE at www.risaa.org/register to

RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP                    NEW MEMBERSHIP

RI SALTWATER Anglers PAGE 27

Good afternoon Fred,

I just sent you an email with two images of the membership application
page in the magazine.

Today I had two exact same issues with members misreading the
information in the membership application.  Under type of membership,
it lists "Regular Adult" first.  Under that it lists the multiple
years options.  Then it lists "Senior"  underneath.  The problems that
happened today were that members saw the box with "multiple years
(save $5/year)" and both senior members chose to renew for multiple
years, then went down to "Senior", subtracted $5 per year on their
own, and sent checks in.

Perhaps to avoid this situation, we could put the multiple years
options on the same line as the "Regular Adult" so senior members
won't even see it.

Another point that Heather brought to my attention, in the membership
application form there is nothing that says "membership dues are
subject to change, contact RISAA at 401-826-2121 for current pricing",
or "pricing in effect until the end of the calender year".  So when
people cut the page out of a magazine and expect to pay the fee from
years ago, we can have something to rely on that we have acted in good
faith in making notification that prices may change at some point.

-Scott



RISAA
P.O. BOX 1467 

Coventry, RI 02816

CHANGE SERVICE  
REQUIRED

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Providence, RI
Permit No.1899

Representing  
OVER 7,500  
Recreational  
Anglers
And  Over 30 

 Affiliated Clubs

•	 Informative Monthly Magazine
•	 Monthly Seminars with Expert Speakers
•	 Member-Only Tournaments & Fishing Trips
•	 Discounts at Participating Tackle Shops & Marinas
•	 Family Events & Activities
•	 College Scholarships

JOIN RISAA TODAY!

RISAA.org 
401.826.2121

SALTWATER
The Voice of Southern New England Fisherman

Anglers

FIND US  
ONLINE!

RISAA Advocates for YOU!
Marine Conservation

Stephen J. Medeiros Fishing Area at Black Point 
Sound Fisheries Management

Legislation such as:  
Defining Shore AccessTo 10 Feet Landward  

of the “Weed Line”& CRMC Reform

And MORE!

Sponsor of

Conservation • Education • Recreation

If You Aren’t a Member Already...

• NEW ENGLAND SALTWATER FISHING SHOW™
• 3-Day Youth Fishing Camp
• Dam Removal Projects


