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EVENTS & MEETINGS

Jan. 27 Seminar:

Rose Island Lighthouse and
Fort Hamilton with Executive
Director Sean O’Connor

NOTE: Members can bring up
to 3 non-members for FREE!

Feb. 24 Seminar TBD

March 7 - 9 The New England
Saltwater Fishing Show, at
the Rhode Island Convention
Center

WANTED...

Merchandise Committee Chair

Bob Marco will continue to serve as
the chair for a few more months so
this would be a great opportunity for
someone to learn what the position is

all about and have Bob to help get up
and running.

RISAA Show Volunteers

We are looking for volunteers to help
set the show.

Contact Robert Murray for more
information:
murray@risaa.org s 401-378-5895

RECREATIONAL FISHING
IS WORTH

$419 MILLION

TO THE RHODE ISLAND
ECONOMY AND OVER

4,000 JOBS!

The Official Magazine of the
Rhode Island Saltwater
Anglers Association

Published Monthly

RISAA
PO BOX 1467
Coventry, Rl 02816
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FROM THE HELM

THIS IS YOUR YEAR!

Happy New Year to all my fellow RISAA members! As | write this installment, |
find myself at the Greater Atlantic Fisheries Science & Management Workshop in
Falmouth, Massachusetts. This weeklong event is funded by NOAA Fisheries and
the Marine Resource Education Program. This intensive workshop offers a look
into regional fishery science and management and brings commercial, charter,
and recreational fishermen together with regional scientists and managers to
learn the processes, share insights, and network. It also equips participants with
tools to engage in the management process. All connections and tools that I will
use going forward to better represent our membership and recreational marine
anglers.

While | enjoy a little down time | can’t help but to look forward to the upcoming
spring, our 21st annual New England Salt Water Fishing Show™ (March 7-9,
2025), our upcoming RISAA Banquet (Saturday April 26, 2025), fishing again with
everyone on our upcoming charter trips, competing with all my spirited rivals
in the upcoming club tournaments, and helping to teach the next generation of
saltwater anglers at our Youth Fishing Camp (June 24-26, 2025). With all this and
so much more to look forward to, this is going to be an amazing year.

So I ask all my fellow members, what are you looking forward to this year? What
does your new year look like? Now is the perfect time to think about getting a
little more involved with the association in the coming year. As you can imagine,
it takes a dedicated team to keep everything going in an organization of our size.
We have 23 committees within the organization that all require a chairperson and
other positions. If we just consider the New England Saltwater Fishing Show™,
think about the 125 volunteers that it takes to manage the show on those 3 days,
never mind all the work that goes into planning the show, which actually begins at
the previous year’s show and continues throughout the year!

| have experienced, as everyone on the Board of Directors will tell you, the
greatest, most dedicated volunteer organization ever, within RISAA. However, it
can only exist with your help. As people have a tendency to not stay the same
age forever, and while we all love what we do for RISAA, many of us have full time
jobs, are retired, and / or have other personal commitments to attend to. We all
have so much knowledge and experience, and we would like to share that with
our fellow members. Have you ever had an interest in fishing from a kayak? As
we say in Rhode Island, “I know a guy”. Would you like to
learn more about how we run the tournaments, have you
ever wanted to write a story for a magazine, do you want
to see behind the scenes or learn what it takes to manage
the largest, best saltwater fishing show in the region? This
year you can be a part of that. Have you ever wanted to
advocate for a meaningful cause at the State level? That’s
right, you will find RISAA members there as well. RISAA has
S0 many opportunities and so many people who are here
to help you succeed and make a difference. Let’s make this

youryear! =il

K
"y

Scott TRAVERS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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THE WATCH

Rl SALTWATER ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
Legislative Committee

Reported by: Richard Hittinger, CHAIRMAN

GETTING BACKINTO FULL GEAR

Happy 2025 to everyone. It is the off season and | am busy
working with the Legislative Committee on fishing advocacy
issues. The Rl legislature is getting back into full gear and there
will be bills to follow and hearings to attend in the coming weeks
of winter. The political fundraisers are starting too and | will be
attending them to represent RISAA members.

Anglers Speak Out

[ find it interesting to read the comments from anglers who spend
a good amount of time on the water. A very interesting exchange
occurred recently on SNESA. It started when a SNESA subscriber
posted the CRMC response to RISAA’s position statement on
Offshore Wind Energy was published in ecoRI on January 3. That
prompted other anglers to comment on how they disliked seeing
the large ships in the West Passage installing the export cables
from these wind farms to Quonset Point. Some commented that it
is “a large operation with multiple craft involved.”

In that same chain, RISAA member Greg Spier said “l would like
to say that for those members who have not been to Coxes ledge
to see the magnitude of the amount of windmills is a real travesty.
| attended several public meetings pertaining to the proposed
windmills and it was presented that the windmills will improve
fishing for those areas. However, there are signs posted on the
windmills, for boats to stay 500 feet away from the windmills. |
have seen no improvements in fishing the two times this past
season | fished on Coxes ledge after the windmills have been
installed. | have not heard the final number of windmills that will
be installed on Coxes Ledge, | estimate there are at least 100 so
far. “Disgusted! Greg Spier” Phil Lizotte said “I can’t believe how
those amongst us (I include myself) who value the beauty of
nature could allow something like this. | understand the need to
preserve the environment but there has to be a better way. Phil”

Capt. Ray Stachelek said “I know the answers are complex,
costly, trial. It doesn’t make much sense putting technology in
pristine, protective locations in the ocean where it’s the beginning
of life. Isn’t that counter-productive to the solution your searching
the answers for a cleaner planet? We are just destroying the planet
more under a new and better guise of saying “ Go Green?”

And Dick Pastore said “l was originally not opposed to the wind
mill farm but after having driven through it, I'm totally horrified.
| can’t describe the experience but they ruined cox ledge. Dick”

There were many more comments including those about
the cost of these wind farms and how we are paying for them

plus thoughts that the incoming Trump administration will
stop development of offshore wind until the full impacts can be
assessed. There even were a few voices who pointed out that we
need energy development and this is a way to satisfy some of the
demand that doesn’t involve burning coal or oil or building new
nuclear facilities.

After | started writing this article a new conversation started
on SNESA, talking about whale deaths and many anglers linked
whale deaths to increased activity related to offshore wind farm
construction. But as retired marine biologist Chris Deacutis
pointed out, there has been no link between the offshore wind
farm construction and the current “high mortality event” of whales
that has been occurring along the US East coast. Personally, |
wonder if there is a correlation due to the increased noise in the
ocean from geophysical survey vessels, other survey vessels and
construction vessels. It seems like an unusual coincidence that
this survey and construction work started around the same time
that the increased whale mortality was noted. But, | do take some
comfort that whale expert, Dr. Bob Kenney from URI states that
there is no correlation. He knows more about whales off southern
New England than anyone else.

My take away message is that anglers who are now seeing
construction of industrial scale power generation facilities on our
fishing grounds are beginning to take these projects seriously.
They see big structures and understandably think that they are
likely the cause of changes in the environment. Fortunately, RISAA
has been involved in reviewing these projects for more than a
decade. We invited offshore wind developers and State planners
to our monthly seminars before the first project was constructed.
We have written comments and letters on draft environmental
impact statements, spoken to reporters to get the anglers’
perspective out, and attended public hearings to comment for
responsible review and slow progress so that we can learn from
mistakes made during construction of the early projects.

Unfortunately, BOEM, with the concurrence of RI CRMC has
pushed the development of these industrial projects at record
speed with little concern for impacts and no consideration of
comments from RISAA. Development of the first industrial scale
project in the US, right on Cox Ledge, our most important offshore
fishing ground makes no sense whatsoeverand RISAA has officially
stated that we are opposed to that development. It certainly was

(Continued on page 8)
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THE WELCOME
COMMITTEE

Dawn Filliatreault Wood, CHAIR

Welcome
NEW Members!

Maximus Namba - Wakefield, RI
Bryan Cournoyer - North Scituate, RI
Bev Landstreet - Westerly, RI
George Palmisciano - North Scituate, RI
Kevin Case - Hopkinton, RI
The purpose of the Welcome Committee is to contact new mem-

bers, welcome them to the Association and answer any questions
they may have about RISAA and its activities.

MEMBER PHOTOS

Orlando Savastano holds up his ten pound tog with help
from RISAA Treasurer Steve Skenyon.

SEND US YOUR PICS!

If you have a memorable outing, send your member photos to the editor definis@risaa.org

[

IMPORTANT UPDATES )

Our new mailing address is
RISAA - PO BOX 1467, Coventry, Rl 02816

For Association business such as membership, Fishing Show,
and advertising contact Scott Travers at
Travers@risaa.org or 401-826-2121

To submit photos or content for the monthly magazine
Fred DeFinis at definis@risaa.org
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RISAA MAGAZINE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

RISAA is looking for volunteers to help develop their magazine which
publishes nine times a year. Writers, proof readers, advertising coordinators
and associate editors are needed. Put in as much or as little time as you
want. Will work with a motivated team of volunteers, staff and consultants
that enhanced content and developed a new format last year that has made
the magazine more popular than ever.

\ Contact Fred DeFinis at definis@risaa.org y




RAFTY ONE CUSTOMS

RODS - REELS - TACKLE

PERFORMANCE, PASSION & POWER
Crafty One Customs has been built through a large collaborative IE _

effort. Rod builders, Professional Anglers, Charter Captains e
and our customers help to mold and bring CraftyOne’s unique,

sometimes outside the box techniques and builds into existence. Gift Cards Available

JogivD THINMI Rons EILEIE]

L _WOoRLD

CraftyOneCustoms.com | 401.293.0477 | craftyonecustoms@gmail.com
1980 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI 02871

KEEP UP WITH CRAFTY ONE § @craftyonecustoms




COOKING YOUR CATCH

By: Paula Smalec

PORTUGUESE BRAISED FISH & SHELLFISH STEW

This recipe is an adaptation of Andy Nebreski’s (On The Water, Living Off the
Land and Sea contributor) recipe for Portuguese Braised Fish Stew. | added
shrimp and squid rings to his recipe but prepared it the same otherwise. If
you’d prefer Andy’s version, prepare the recipe using just fish without adding
the shellfish. Or, you can add your own combination of seafood to the basic
recipe. The resulting “stew” is a thin, flavorful broth with seafood, onions,
garlic, tomatoes, and a bit of a kick from the Portuguese crushed red chili
sauce. Serve this with a piece of crusty bread for a delicious meal.

I added V4 b. of raw shrimp, cut into pieces, and 3 squid tubes, cut into rings.

Ingredients:

+ 1 pound tautog, cut into chunks
(any firm white fish can be substituted)

« %3 cup white onion, diced * . ) _‘ ® ..

+ 1tablespoon olive oil Instructions:

In a heavy stock pot, cook the onion in olive oil on medium-low heat until

« 2 large cloves of garlic, chopped.
translucent.

e 14 oz. can of diced tomatoes

. 2 fresh Roma (plum) tomatoes, finely chopped. Add the garlic, cover the pot, and cook for about three minutes.

+ 15 cup dry white wine Add the bay leaf, chili sauce, butter, wine, sugar and tomatoes.

Cover the pot and simmer on low heat for 20 minutes. Season with salt to

+ 1bay leaf
taste.

» 1teaspoon sugar iberall he fish with salt and both sid

+ 2teaspoons Portuguese crushed red chili sauce. iberally season the fish with sait and pepper on both sides.

Add the linguica to the pot, then add the fish (and any other seafood you

* saltand pepper. might want to add).

« 2 tablespoon butter

) o o . Cover the pot and cook until the fish starts to flake apart, about 10-12
+ 4inches of linguica, sliced into rings. minutes.

* 2tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped. Serve in bowls, garnished with fresh parsley.

AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER

Adapted from Portuguese Braised Fish Stew by Andy Nebreski, On The Water magazine, November 2021
Light Tackle, Fly Fishing

https://onthewater.com/portuguese-braised-fish-stew
&Bottom FISh/ng NCORPORATED

Striped Bass - Bluefish « False Albacore www donsmarme" com 2503 Main Road

Bonito « Summer Flounder Tiverton, RI
401-624-3464

Tautog - Black Sea Bass
Captain Jason Howell Parficr
(401) 742-2383 A
pamelamaycharters@gmail.com BOATS

Departs From Narragansett, Rl

@YAMAHA
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STRIPED BASS
REGULATIONS FOR 2025

Status Quo, For Now...

By Fred DeFinis

In our November/December issue, we notified members
that the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)
determined that the chances of rebuilding striped bass stocks
by 2029 as required by regulation stood at less than fifty percent.
With chances of rebuilding below fifty percent, the Commission is
empowered to act without an additional addendum. Here is the
condensed version of events:

« Based on the low probability of rebuilding the stock, ASMFC
asked their technical committee to offer some alternative
conservation measures for public comment.

 The goal was to achieve a 14% reduction in recreational
removals.

« RISAA stressed that we believe that the striped bass has
historical, cultural and economic importance to our region and
must be protected.

« Of the many alternatives presented, RISAA advocated for the
measure we believed would be least disruptive to anglers in our
region—no change during the bulk of the season and catch and
release only November 1 through December 31.

« We also advocated that the burden must be shared equally
by the commercial sector, with their reductions calculated from
harvest numbers, not quotas that they rarely reach anyway.

+ ASMFC received over TWO THOUSAND comments on the
issue despite very short notice to stakeholders. Comments
were divided, with commercial interests largely against further
conservation measures.

« The Striped Bass Board met and was nearly evenly divided
on whether to take action and what, if any, actions should be
taken. Thus, they made the decision to study the issue further
and consider measures to be taken for 2026 at their October
2025 meeting. You can read their statement at the end of this
article.

It appears to this writer that the Striped Bass Board may be hoping that
full year 2024 data will show that removals have been moderate due to
decreased effort (i.e. trips targeting stripers) This may be wishful thinking
but we will see. We will monitor the process and notify RISAA members of

potential conservation measures as they are considered orimplemented.
In the meantime, please do your part by trying to harvest fewer fish if

possible and treat those you release with care. —ed.

STATEMENT BY ASMFC

Atlantic Striped Bass Board Initiates Addendum to
Consider 2026 Management Measures

Arlington, VA - The Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass
Management Board has initiated Draft Addendum Ill to consider
recreational and commercial management measures for 2026
to support rebuilding the stock by 2029. Options will consider a
range of reductions for the recreational and commercial fisheries.
Recreational reductions will consider season and size limits that
take into account regional differences, including no-harvest and
no-targeting closures. Final action is planned for no later than
October 2025 with implementation in early 2026.

“We want to thank the thousands of members of the public
who took the time to provide thoughtful comments ahead of
this Board meeting,” said Board Chair Megan Ware from Maine.
“We understand that many will be disappointed in the Board’s
decision to initiate an addendum versus taking immediate action.
However, after deliberating for more than three hours about the
path forward, the Board came to the conclusion that the best
course of action is to proceed with an addendum which will allow
for clarity on 2024 removals and additional analyses.”

The action responds to the results of the 2024 Stock Assessment
Update, which indicates the resource remains overfished but is
not experiencing overfishing. Short-term projections estimate
an increase in fishing mortality in 2025 due to the above average
2018 year-class entering the current recreational ocean slot limit
combined with the lack of strong year-classes behind it. This
action is intended to increase the probability of rebuilding the
stock by adjusting subsequent 2026 management measures to
ensure the stock is on the necessary rebuilding trajectory.

At the meeting, the Board considered two possible paths
forward. The first was to take immediate Board action to
reduce fishing mortality in 2025. The second was a longer,
more comprehensive process given one of the primary options
being considered is seasonal closures, which represents a new
management approach for the Board. Ultimately, the Board chose
the second path by initiating an addendum that would provide the
Board more time to develop a fuller suite of management options,
allow for the incorporation of full 2024 fishery removals data, and
afford the public with a more robust opportunity to provide input.
The Board noted preliminary data indicate the current measures
implemented through Addendum Il are on track to reduce 2024
removals from 2023 and 2022 levels. The Board also recognized
the importance of the thousands of public comments submitted
for this meeting and the upcoming public input through the
addendum process on 2026 management measures.

For more information, please contact Emilie Franke, Fishery
Management Plan Coordinator, at efranke@asmfc.org.
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Continued from Page 3 - THE WATCH

difficult to conceive of what these projects would look like or what
impacts they may have when the public was asked to review plans
and proposals from offshore wind development companies long
before any structures are placed in the water, but those reviews
and subsequent approvals occurred a couple years ago and now
we are dealing with the actual structures.

| agree with the sentiment of some on SNESA that it makes no
sense to try to save the planet from global warming by installing
industrial facilities in our most pristine environment - the coastal
ocean - especially when the main proponent for these projects,
BOEM, stated that these projects will have no measurable effect
on global warming.

Author’s note: | know SNESA is a fishing forum and these topics
are not directly fishing related so | am not suggesting that we have
more conversations like this on SNESA. | am simply reporting my
observations based on what | read on that forum. =&

JOIN RISAA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

All RISAA members are welcome to join the RISAA Legislative Committee.
Ifyou are interested send an email to me at hittinger@risaa.org and we
will send you the link (via email) to the next Legislative meeting. The next
meeting is scheduled for February 20 at 6:30 PM via Zoom.

UPCOMING SEMINAR

LIVE! Back at the ELKS LODGE
60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI

JANUARY 27 @ 7 PM

ROSE ISLAND .
LIGHTHOUSE 8"

AND FORT
HAMILTON

The Rose Island Lighthouse & Fort Hamilton Trust is celebrating its 40th
year stewarding the 18-acre gem that sits just south of the Pell Bridge in
Newport. Executive Director Sean O’Connor will share a bit about the
history of the island, our efforts to save and restore the lighthouse, and
what the future holds for this iconic Narragansett Bay island including
a new museum space in the historic Fort Hamilton Barracks reflecting

the islands rich cultural and military history. @

»

Because this presentation has broad

interest beyond just fishing,
each RISAA member may bring
UP TO THREE GUESTS FREE of charge.
This is a great opportunity to get kids,
grandkids or others “hooked” on
some of our local history.

SPECIAL NOTICE!

This is an in person seminar at the West Warwick Elks Lodge, 60 Clyde Street, West Warwick, RI. We plan to have
food available at 5:30 p.m. as in the past and plan to tape the seminar for members who were not able to attend.

PAGE 8
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RISAA SURFCASTERS
COMMITTEE WELCOMES

NEW CHAIR
& VICE CHAIR

By Scott Travers

With the arrival of the new year the RISAA Surfcasters Committee
is welcoming a New Chair, Jeff Sullivan, and Vice Chair, Paul

Chapman. RISAA members may recall our recent seminar in
October 2024 on surf/wetsuit fishing which was provided by both
local fishing celebrities. Jeff Sullivan is a contributing writer for
The Fisherman and On the Water magazines. He is also a mate
for K & M Charters. Paul Chapman has also been featured in On
the Water magazine and is a Stripercup Tournament winner.
Both have a combined 60 years of surf fishing experience. Their
knowledge of local areas, experience surfcasting, and youthful
dispositions are going to take the surfcasters committee to the
next level. While outings will always be held for members with
all abilities, we are anticipating some new offerings to attract and
engage the next generation of surfcasters.

£

Jeff Sullivan

Paul Chapman

While we look to a great new beginning for the Surfcasters
Committee, we want to acknowledge and thank everyone who
has been involved with the surfcasting committee in the past,
including Rich Heffernan who was the Surfcasters Committee
Chair 2017 - 2021, 2024 and Ron Barnes who was the Chair for
2022 - 2023. Without their leadership and the assistance of the
other officers within the committee, and the committee members,
we wouldn’t be where we are now. il

You may reach the Committee char at surfcasters@risaa.org to
join, contribute your time or learn more.

NEW VOLUNTEERS
STEPPING UP!

Weare pleased toannounce that John Kim hasagreed to become
a member of the RISAA Board of Directors. Those who attend our
monthly seminars will recognize John because he often brings his
wife and children, which is a great way to get them involved at a
young age. John has been a volunteer at Fishing Camp each year
he has been a member. In addition to his BOD duties, John has
offered to Chair our Charter Committee which has been seeking
a new chair for over a year. We thank Hal Gibson for remaining as
Chair for an extended period while we sought a replacement. Hal
kept the Committee operating smoothly so that members could
continue to enjoy this great RISAA benefit.

John Kim and his family.

As if he won’t have enough to do, John is also going to take
over maintaining the RISAA website under the tutelage of Karlis
Kaugars.

Please join us in welcoming John to the Board and thanking him
for his efforts on behalf of our association.

Anyone wishing to help with the Charter Committee can get
further information can email: Charters@risaa.org

To contact John: Kim@risaa.org

In  other volunteer news,
Heather Low has agreed to take
over as the Election Committee
Chair. This post was ably held by
Gisele Golembeski who has been
organizing our elections for many,
many years. We thank Gisele for
her many contributions to the
Committee and to RISAA in general.
Although elections are infrequent, it
is important that they are organized
and held in accordance with our by-
laws. Heather presided over the most
recent election (December 30, 2024)
and will continue in that role. Thanks

Heather. will

Heather Low
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Behind the Scenes Look at
The New England Saltwater Fishing Show™

From its humble beginning years ago in a high school gym,
The New England Saltwater Fishing Show™ has grown into
the premier saltwater fishing expo in New England. An event
this complex doesn’t take place without a lot of planning, effort
and support. To get a better look at a few of the many tasks that
are essential to hosting this great show we talked to a few of the
people involved.

BY THE NUMBERS

+ 354 booths

+ 300 separate exhibitors

« 75,000 square feet of floor space

« 2,000 exhibitor staff

+ 100+ RISAA volunteers

« 10,000 attendees over three days

+ 200 free tickets to the first 200 veterans attending
+ 15+ Seminars over three days

SHOW COMMITTEE CHAIR... BOB MURRAY

For Bob, a key to helping organize the show was developing
a management plan that includes all aspects of the show with
timelines and benchmarks to be sure all tasks are being covered
in a timely manner. Making sure we sell out the available booth
space is essential so there is outreach to prospective vendors
every six weeks via Constant Contact emails. These are followed
up by direct calls and personalized emails throughout the Fall to
finalize booth sales.

To ensure attendance, the club sets up advertising in outlets
such as On The Water, The Fisherman, and My Fishing Cape Cod.
There is also a social media campaign which has become much
more active and importantin recent years. Heather Low has done
a great job of keeping RISAA and our show out in front on social
media. According to Bob; This is the future”.

In addition, Bob says there are a lot of contractual and legal
issues to be covered such as:

+ Contracting with the Convention Center Authority

+ Contracting with the firm that sets up the Convention
Center floorplan and wiring.

+ Obtaining licenses for raffles (yes, we really have to do this!)

+ Preparing packages for exhibitors including their sales tax
permits for Rhode Island

+ Maintaining and updating the show website

According to Bob; “This is a twelve month effort and we need all
the help from members we can get.”

Scott Travers & Rich Hittinger

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR... SCOTT TRAVERS

Scott’s main focus is on selling booth space, although he
participates in many or most of the activities listed above. For
Scott, selling space for the 2026 show starts on the Sunday of the
2025 show as he visits with vendors at their booths to see if they
will sign up again for the next show. RISAA is fortunate to have
many long-term supporting vendors who exhibit year after year.
Vendors who sign up early and pay their bill receive a discount on
their booth space for the following year.

One of Scott’s many challenges is trying to keep everyone
happy—whether its getting the space they want or juggling spaces
so vendors can be near their friends/colleagues or whatever their
concerns are. This can be a bit tough when arrangements are left
to the last minute but generally people can be accommodated.
Every vendor gets a signed contract for their booth space which
insures that they know the rules and that every vendor is treated
fairly and equally.
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Visitors to the show often come to hear the expert seminar
speakers. Scott is the one who recruits the speakers and arranges
for three consecutive, information packed days filled with fishing
insight.

MOVE IN...DAWN WOOD & DAVID MICHEL

Move in on Thursday night may be the most stressful and
thankless chore associated with putting on the show. Because
there are usually events scheduled for the Convention hall on
Thursday, we can’t commence move in until the previous event
is cleared out and the space cleaned. Vendors with large booths
or equipment drive in while those with more portable equipment
can carry in or use hand carts. Each drive in vendor is given a time
slot depending on their location in the hall, with those closest to
the entrance doors going first and then working to the back of
the hall. Finally, the boat vendors can pull in with their trailers.
For move out, the process is reversed—boats out first and then
working towards the front of the hall.

Dawn and David look at the show map and assign each drive in
vendor a time to be at the loading dock to drive in. It’s not always
easy but eventually, everyone gets set up. As Dawn says; “We try
our best!”.

OFFICE...SUE LEMA & FRANK CORDEIRO

As the vendors come in for the show, they are given a package
outlining the rules for the exhibitors such as making sure their
booths are open and staffed for all hours of the show. They also get
Rhode Island sales tax forms to fill out and the office collects these
at the end of the show along with funds for any taxes due. Taxes
collected are then forwarded to the Rl Department of Taxation
by Treasurer Steve Skenyon. Some new vendors from out of
state may not be familiar with this process so some hand holding
may be needed. Both Sue and Frank have staffed the office for a
number of years and enjoy working with the vendors and getting
to know them, especially repeat exhibitors.

OTHER SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS

There are many volunteers involved in putting on the show
and everyone plays a part. Kathy and Bob Marco staff the RISAA
Merchandise booth with help from Bob Andrade and others.
This involves bringing in hundreds of items of RISAA-themed
merchandise and keeping track of sales over the entire duration
of the show.

Mike Warner has been the lead person in bringing in and setting
up the RISAA booth structures. Mike has been handling this task
for years and will be looking for an “apprentice” to learn the
ropes. The Kids Casting area is always a big hit with families and
is managed by Fishing Camp Director Richie Reich with able help
from other very able volunteers.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR...
RICH HITTINGER

Overthethree days of the show there are a total of nine volunteer
shifts, three each day. These are organized by Rich Hittinger.
According to Rich, we need volunteers to work as greeters at the
entrance, the Membership, Foundation and Merchandise booths
and the Kids Zone. Together, these require somewhere around a
hundred volunteers, including “floaters” who fill in to give other
volunteers a respite.

Each year, Rich solicits volunteers from among the membership
via Constant Contact. Members can volunteer for a particular shift
or series of shifts depending on their schedules. They can also
specify which areas they are interested in. With their “application”
volunteers give their cell numbers and emails to Rich so he can
contact them in the event of any changes to the schedule or
volunteer needs.

Rich reminds members that anyone who volunteers receives
free admission to the show for the entire day on which they are
volunteering so it’s a great way to help RISAA and enjoy some
show benefits as well. =il
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NEW ORLEANS:

A Winter Escape for Northeast Anglers

By Kenny Mendez

While Narragansett Bay’s waters grow cold and our boats
hibernate, New Orleans offers Rhode Island anglers an appealing
warm-water destination. For those missing the thrill of light tackle
fishing during our off-season, the Mississippi River Delta provides
exciting opportunities with species and techniques that will feel
familiar to our Narragansett Bay fishery.

FISHING OPPORTUNITIES

The vast tidal marshes surrounding New Orleans host gamefish
that offer exciting challenges. Redfish, the Gulf’s cousin to our
striped bass in size and behavior, provide similar light-tackle
thrills. Like targeting stripers in shallow back bays, sight-fishing for
reds in clear marsh waters demands stealth and accurate casting.
Black drum, which can reach sizes rivaling our largest stripers,
fight with comparable power and determination.

I’'ve fished the region twice. Once just before Christmas and
the other during mid-March. While weather impacted the fishing,
the key to success was hiring a knowledgeable guide. Working
structure, reading water movement, and presenting baits
naturally—mirror many techniques RISAA members employ in our
waters for tautog, bluefish, and stripers.

This destination
particularly shines for
couples where one
spouse doesn’t fish...

The ecosystem can be perfect for sight fishing, particularly on
sunny days with minimal wind. Just as we sight fish for stripers
in New England, Gulf anglers can do the same. While fish feed on
crabs and small baitfish in shallow areas, their tails will protrude
from the water making them good targets. In deeper waters during
different times, anglers can cast to schools of breaking fish. During
less optimal conditions, blind casting and drifting productive
areas can still yield impressive catches.

The author at left with a trophy redfish (released).

PLANNING AROUND WEATHER

In case of poor weather, the city of New Orleans offers numerous
non-fishing alternatives. The National WWII Museum and Audubon
Agquarium provide excellent backup plans. Forfishing history buffs,
local seafood markets and the French Quarter’s historic fish stalls
offer glimpses into Gulf Coast fishing traditions. This destination
particularly shines for couples where one spouse doesn’t fish -
while anglers head out for morning trips, non-fishing partners can
explore the French Quarter’s art galleries, take a cooking class, or
join a historical walking tour. Many couples find this split-activity
approach creates the perfect balance for a shared vacation.

LODGING AND LOGISTICS

On my first trip, | stayed in a downtown New Orleans hotel
which provided easy access to the major tourist attractions. The
guide met us at our hotel and we drove about an hour to the boat
launch. On my second trip, | stayed at a guide-operated “camp” in
Port Sulphur, an hour outside of the city for a more fishing-focused
experience. Each morning, we launched directly into a canal that
was a short ride to productive waters.

The culinary scene will interest those who appreciate fresh
seafood. Local preparations of redfish, black drum, and
sheepshead offer new perspectives on familiar fish. The city’s
famous oyster bars, serving both raw and chargrilled varieties,
rival our best Rhode Island seafood establishments. For those
who enjoy preparing their catch, local markets provide insight

Editor’s note: As this article was being prepared, we witnessed the terrible, violent event that occurred
in the French Quarter of New Orleans. Anglers and good people everywhere deplore these actions and offer
our sympathies to the people of New Orleans.

PAGE 12 l January/February 2025 - £</F 305



Some delicious local cuisine

into Gulf Coast cooking techniques that can translate well to our
native species.

GEAR CONSIDERATIONS

Most RISAA members won’t need to invest in new equipment
for a New Orleans trip. The same medium-heavy spinning setups
used for stripers and tautog work perfectly for redfish and drum.
Seven-foot rods paired with 3000-4000 size reels, spooled with
20-30lb braided line, handle most situations. Fly anglers can bring
eight or nine weight floating lines and 20lb leaders.

PRACTICAL DETAILS FOR RISAA MEMBERS

+ Multiple daily flights from Providence or Boston via Delta,
Southwest, United, and American

+ Local shops, No Wake Outfitters 540-766-8997 (Metairie) and
The Orvis Store 225-757-7286 (Baton Rouge) provide guide
referrals and recommendations for trip planning,

+ Best sight fishing conditions mirror our flats fishing:
sunny days, minimal wind
+ Primary targets: redfish, black drum, sheepshead

+ Consider adding a day or two onto a business trip if you’re
in New Orleans for business or a convention.

+ Winter fishing remains productive when our local waters
slow down

+ Peak season coincides with our off-season
+ Most guides provide licenses, tackle, and equipment if needed

The combination of consistent fishing action, cultural
attractions, and world-class cuisine makes New Orleans an
ideal destination for anglers and non-anglers, especially if
you’re seeking to maintain a fishing fix during New England’s
off-season. =il

Kenny Mendez is an avid fly fisherman and well-traveled angler.
He is currently Vice Chaiman of the RISAA Legislative Committee
and has been very active in promoting conservation of our
precious marine resources.

SUPPORT LOCAL BAIT SHOPS
THAT SUPPORT RISAA!

RISAA is lucky to have such great local bait and tackle
shops that support us and our members. When making
purchases please keep them in mind as without them
many of our club activities would struggle to take place
and they are a integral part of Rl recreational fishing.

OUR SUPPORTERS INCLUDE:
Black Hall Outfitters - Old Lyme & Westbrook, CT
Breachway Bait & Tackle - Charlestown, RI
Crafty One Customs - Portsmouth, RI
Fin & Feather - North Kingstown, RI
Frances Fleet - Galilee, RI
Hooked Up Bait & Tackle Warwick, RI
Lucky Bait & Tackle - Warren, RI
Maridee Bait & Tackle - Narragansett, RI
Ocean State Tackle - Providence, RI
Pete’s Bait& Tackle - Woonsocket, RI
Quaker Lane Bait & Tackle - North Kingstown, RI
Quonnie Bait & Tackle - Charlestown, RI
Riverside Marine Bait & Tackle - Tiverton, RI
Saltwater Edge - Middletown, RI
Sams' Bait & Tackle - Middletown, RI
Snug Harbor - Wakefield, RI
Tackle Box - Warwick, RI
Watch Hill Outfitters - Westerly, RI
Weekapaug Bait & Tackle - Westerly, RI

Fly Fishing # Light Tackle

On The Rocks Charters

Capt. Rene Letourneau

ORVIs 401-359-3625 i
e www.ontherockscharters.com Mebar
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Southern Rhode Island’s
Best Resource for Local F|sh|ng

Fishing Gear & Tackle
Line Spooling « Fresh & Saltwater Bait
Kayak/SUP/Canoe Rentals
Ice « Propane « Clamming Supplies

166 Charlestown Beach Road, Charlestown
401-364-6407 « info@breachwaybait.com

www.BREACHWAYBAIT.com f

JIG

RHODE ISLAND

TUNA

plain | Jonathan Lewie
UHA Vl phone | 401.601.5499
email | puravidacharters@gmail.com

A R T E web | rhodeislandtuna.com

@:.uaLeI' Laneo |

TR e

401-294-9642

4019 Quaker Lane
North Kingstown, Rl 02852

Find us on
| facebook

~ "Quaker.Lane" MEMBER

YOUR FISHING.
YOUR MAGAZINE.

R OnThe Water
o n 1119 Water covers fishing and boating
i “inyourbackyardlike no
#  otherpublication. Eachissue
= -.': is jam-packed with useful
information written by top
local anglers. Subscribe
today and stay up-to-date

STRIPI?E with the latest information
IIWIIUIH ||” Special Edition

on fishing ourlocal waters.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
1 YEAR ONLY $29

OnThe Water

www.On The Water.com
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DECEMBER

2024 RIG TYING EVENT

A BIG HIT WITH MEMBERS

By Scott Travers

On December 30, 2024 at 7:00 PM at the Elk’s Lodge located
at 60 Clyde Street in West Warwick we held our second annual
RISAA Rig Tying Event. During our first event last year we had 84
participants. This year 92 people came to tie bottom fishing rigs,
learn essential knots, and more with 6 different stations manned
by some of RISAA’s top anglers.

This year we had 6 stations for members to choose from. These
included Bob Murray teaching people how to tie his fluke - sea
bass three-way rig, Rich Hittinger teaching people how to tie a
dropper loop, Fred DeFinis teaching people how to create a self-
adjusting marker buoy, David Michel teaching people how to tie
both the Palomar and Yucatan knots, Rich Reich teaching people
how to tie his snafu rig for tautog, and Scott Travers teaching
people how to tie a tube and worm rig.

Each station was stocked with supplies provided by RISAA as
well as private donors including Bob Andrade and Bill Hubert.

-l

Tools of the trade.

Instruction sheets were also available at each station for people
to take with them. By the end of the event participants had the
opportunity to stop by each station, learn how to tie an item,
keep the item they created to use this upcoming season, and each
person left with an ingredient list and set of instructions so they
could reproduce the items on their own.

Our monthly seminars and hands-on events like this provide
a valuable service to our membership by helping people to
improve their skills, expand their knowledge base, and come
together to have some fun as a community. If you would
like to learn more about our monthly seminars you can find
information on both past and upcoming events under the
“MEMBERS AREA” then “Member’s Home” tab on the RISAA
Website. Also, watch your email and check the monthly
magazine for the event schedule. il
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HUNDREDS OF VENDORS WAITING
TO MEET YOU AT THE
2025 NE SALTWATER FISHING SHOW

By Todd Corayer

For twenty years, the RI Saltwater Anglers Association has
steadily built a venue and reputation with their annual New En-
gland Saltwater Fishing Show™ in Providence, Rhode Island. To be
held thisyearon March 7,8 and 9 at the RI Convention Center, they
support two hundred vendors from all aspects of and passions for
saltwater fishing and our lifestyles. Boats, kayaks, rods, reels for
tuna to squid, boots, clothing and all types of tackle are on display
and for sale. All this is balanced with some excellent food vendors,
speakers and seminars with plenty of action for the kids.

If a new boat is on your new year horizon, Cataumet Boats is
bringing their 56 years of boat and motor expertise to the show.
With locations in Cataumet, Harwich Port and Barrington, they are
ready to show off the new line of Grady -White boats. Grady-White’s
are reliable and handsome, with some of the smartest creature
comforts built into boats built to fish. The Way family owners will
gladly share the excitement of walking around a new boat.

For some skinnier waters, the Kayak Centre of RI will display
some of their best brands. Representing the biggest names, like
Eddyline, Hobie, Pelican, Perception and Wilderness Systems, the
Centre most importantly boasts an excellent sales staff. It’s one
thing to buy something, it’s a totally different experience to speak
with someone who wants you in the right boat or pfd or boot be-
cause it’sthe right model for you. Paddling in and fishing from kay-
aks has really exploded over the last few years as people sought
ways to access water for less money than buying a traditional
boat. But what’s more traditional than a sleek, light, functional
small boat that can take you down ariver oralong a coastline? The
Kayak Centre does things right; if you’re in the market for a kayak,
they will find the right seat for you.

Zach’s Custom Rod’s will showcase their line, which includes

everything from fresh water to surfcasting to tuna popping and
offshore rods with roller guides. The beauty of a custom build is
you can have the fit and feel tailored to a species and your body.
That’s an investment crafted to bring you joy, and fish, for years.
From their home base in Westport, Zach and his crew can help you
find the best rod for your next adventure, whether from a kayak or
a triple outboard Grady-White.

If you’re looking for a new rod, reel or tackle in general, the show
has the biggest names, like J-B Tackle, Jigging World, Lamiglas,
Garmin, Yo-Zuri, Raymarine, Lowrance and Simrad right along
with local companies. The show is a strong supporter of local busi-
nesses, Bill Hurley’s, who is a fixture at the casting tank, demon-
strating some of the best plastics anywhere. Joe Baggs, 247 Lures,
and ZBelt Surfcasting are local companies who have tackle and
gear ready to show you. And you can buy tackle from some of the
best shops, large and small. Breachway Bait & Tackle, convenient-
ly on the way to south facing beaches and ponds, stocks an assort-
ment of local lures. Hull Bait and Tackle, Frank’s Live Bait & Tackle,
and Duxbury Bait & Tackle will be there. The Saltwater Edge and
its captain, the admirably conservation minded Peter Jenkins will
welcome your visit. The list is long as well for local charter boats
and captains. Tall Tailz, Laura Jay, Little Sister and Bounty Hunt-
er will be taking reservations. Fishing often is all about freedom,
discovery and independence but man, nothing beats a day on any
water with an experienced captain who can put you on fish. That’s
worth every penny.

If you have questions about offshore wind energy, this is the
time to visit the Southcoast Wind booth. We can see plenty of tur-
bines rising through our horizons and there is no shortage of con-
troversy about laying cables up our rivers and bays. Having some

P.O.Box 763
= o= Londonderry, NH 03053
& E Tel: 603-434-4639
. » Fax: 603-432-3902
B Y E-mail:
”[ I' : seawolfe2000 @hotmail.com
Manufacturer of Fine
Terminal Tackle for the Check out our web site at
Saltwater Fisherman www.seawolfetackle.com

Snelled Hooks, Top and
Bottom Rigs, Lures, Tubes,
Leadheads, Umbrella Rigs
and more....

Owned and operated by
The Wolfe Family.

Kastmaster

HATS - BOOKS many Mmore

REELS
P.O. Box 236, Assonet, MA 02702
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representatives at the show is a fine opportunity to ask questions
and hear explanations, no matter which side of the water or de-
bate you are on. RISAA will have a strong presence at the show and
not just as the sponsor. They are active every day in protecting our
waters and access to them and they would love to have you as a
new member. At 7500 people and organizations strong, your voice
is needed as well.

We cannot be expected to shop on an empty stomach, of course.
Savor the smells of Five Star Sausage, Heidi Jo’s Jerky, Newport
Jerky Company, and of course, The Jerky Hut. Like some sweet
with your salt? Have a walk over to Lady Ann Candies or to Aquid-
neck Honey. It’s much easier to sneak away with a treat when you
ultimately head back to the Cataumet booth for another look.
Need a break? There are seminars and talks throughout the show
to help you learn and ask questions directly to the people catching
and releasing. If you brought the kids, the casting area is always a
hit and a great way to build confidence for our next generation of
anglers.

No matter what you need, or didn’t know you needed, the New
England Saltwater Fishing Show™ has it all, under one roof and
is steered by an organization that wants you to find fish, be safe,
understand our place in the marine ecosystem and when needed,
have your voice heard. That’s RISAA and that’s why this is the best
New England fishing show of the year. =il

‘Carol'J Charter:
401-207-6947

‘CaroliCharters.com

e Sl iy

Safe, aﬁbrﬂab ﬁ}ny friendly

DEM/ENVIRONMENTAL POLICE

ARREST & CITATION.LOG

*Arrest = Individual charged criminally with violations under the
Jjurisdiction of the Rhode Island District or Superior Court or charged
through Administrative Adjudication civil procedures by DEM

*Any indication of an arrest does NOT mean the individual identified has
been convicted of a crime.

*All persons arrested are innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.

AINSWORTH, John M., 52, of West Kingston, RI, for Exceeding Daily Limit of
Black Sea Bass - Commercial and Exceeding Daily Limit of Summer Flounder -
Commercial (Administrative Process)

MAO, Toeuth, 54, of Lynn, MA, for Possession of Undersized Tautog

KUY, Samnang, 56, of Lowell, MA, for Possession of Undersized Tautog and
Possession of Undersized Cod

PIRRI, Angelo, 61, of Bristol, RI, for Take, Sale of, or Possess Non-Complying
Shellfish - 1st Offense

LOFTES, Brent S., 53, of Narragansett, RI, for Exceeding Daily Limit of Black Sea
Bass - Commercial, Exceeding Daily Limit of Summer Flounder - Commercial,
and Possession of Undersized Monkfish (Administrative Process)

BAKER, Joseph A., 47, of Charlestown, RI, for Exceeding Daily Limit of Black Sea
Bass - Commercial (2 Counts) (Administrative Process)

AINSWORTH, John M., 52, of West Kingston, RI, for Exceeding Daily Limit of
Summer Flounder - Commercial (4 Counts) and Exceeding the Daily limit of
Black Sea Bass - Commercial (Administrative Process)

MORSE, Adam N., 52, of West Kingstown, RI, for Dealer Purchase or Possession of
Illegally Taken Finfish (10 Counts) (Administrative Process)

The following is a breakdown of the citations
issued for the period of: December 2024

*Individuals receiving citations have been civilly charged with
violations under the jurisdiction of the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal.

TOTAL CALLS FOR SERVICE THROUGH
OUR DISPATCH CENTER: 1,625

WARNINGS ISSUED: Verbal or Written Warnings issued to first-
time offenders for a de minimis violation. Corrective action
was taken at the scene and/or the occurrence was utilized as

an educational opportunity in lieu of a summons. TOTAL: 76

VIOLATION CITATIONS ISSUED

State Property Violations ......c.cccocvvevevenienierieeeieeesesienenes 9
(Parking, Alcohol, Disorderly Conduct, Dumping/Littering, etc.)

MOTOI VENICIE ....uveviceeetececteeeeete et e aeenee
Boating Violations

ATV VIOLatioNS ...coveuerieerieenieienieieenieesieestee sttt seenees

Freshwater Fishing Violations......c..ccceeveevevereneniencnieenienene 0
Saltwater Fishing Violations .........cccoeceeereeneeninenienenennes 1
CRMC Beach Violations .........cccccevevereeinieenieenieenienenieneneenes 0
Hunting Violations.........cocceveeneennenineneneienieeneeeneeeeene 22

1L+ ] < | RSP RRRRRRPR: 1 )
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SNAPPA CHARTER

After months of anticipation, RISAA members John Kim, Russell
McGill, Arthur Stentiford, Ray Francis, Robert Barrett, and | were
eager for a perfect day of fishing aboard Captain Charlie Donilon’s
Snappa. On the morning of October 15th, we gathered at the
docks in Galilee—well, almost everyone. | had missed my alarm,
overslept, and was jolted awake by my wife. In a panic, | called
Capt. Donilon, who kindly suggested that the group could vote on
delaying the departure by 30 minutes to give me time to arrive.
Thankfully, everyone graciously agreed to wait—many thanks to
all!

At the docks, Capt. Donilon and his mate, RISAA Treasurer Steve
Skenyon greeted us warmly. Though the morning was chilly, the
sun was shining, there wasn’t a cloud in the sky, and the winds
were light. After a thorough safety briefing, we set off in search of
tautog. Snappa is a 46-foot fiberglass custom sportfishing boat,
built to Capt. Donilon’s specifications by the Wesmac Custom
Boat Company in Surry, Maine. With room for up to 21 passengers,
there was more than enough space for our group of six—both on
deck and in the enclosed, heated cabin, which offered a much-
needed respite from the cold as we cruised toward one of Capt.
Donilon’s favorite fishing spots.

After about 30 minutes, we anchored and began preparing to
fish. Steve put out plenty of cut crabs, and we baited our hooks.
Within a couple of minutes, the action began. Everyone was
getting bites, and it wasn’t long before all of us had fish on the line.

RIP REPORT
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Unfortunately, the tautog were on the small side, so despite the
steady action, we decided to pull anchor and try for bigger fish.
We moved to several more spots, but the results were much the
same. Steve then suggested we target black sea bass as well, so
he brought out fresh squid. While the squid attracted plenty of sea
bass, most of them were undersized too.

Despite not catching many keepers, we were having a fantastic
time, enjoying the action and the camaraderie. Capt. Donilon
remained determined to put us on bigger fish, so we continued
moving northeast toward Newport, staying close to the Rhode
Island coastline. Along the way, we saw other charter boats
struggling to catch fish, which reassured us that we were doing as
well as possible.

By 3:00 PM, it was time to head back. As we made our way
in, Steve filleted our handful of keepers. While none of us had
limited out, we all agreed it was still an outstanding day on
the water. We had consistent action with both sea bass and
tautog, and we thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company. A
heartfelt thank you to Capt. Donilon for a fantastic trip—his
dedication to getting us on fish was much appreciated. Having
Steve aboard as our mate was an added bonus; his expertise
and professionalism truly enhanced the experience. We all
wholeheartedly recommend a trip on the Snappa and would
eagerly go out with Capt. Donilon again anytime! sl
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FISHING SHOW SIMPLY THE BEST

By Captain Dave Monti

The New England Saltwater Fishing Show is the largest and best
fishing show of its type in the Northeast. Over 340 booths with
eighteen seminars of interest that will have you catching fish all
season. There will be exhibitor show specials and raffles of all
types that you won’t want to miss and a charter for six show door
prize.

The show is Friday, March 7 to Sunday, March 9, 2025, at the
Rhode Island Convention Center, . The Show features tackle,
rods, reels, lures, electronics, charter guides, boats, motors,
accessories, clothes and much more.

Scott Travers, Show Director and Executive Director of the
Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association (show sponsor), said,
“We are two months out and have sold about 80 percent of the
booths, and since the New Year the phone has not spotted ringing
with requests.”

All the large spaces for boats against the back wall of the
exhibition hall are taken. However, there is still booth space
available so give Scott Travers a call at (401.826.2121) and he will
try to accommodate your request.

“Seminars will key in on strategies and tactics to target species
we as anglers love to catch, eat or release... striped bass, summer
flounder, tautog, false albacore and tuna,” said Travers. “Tuna
has been closer to shore than ever before so many anglers are
targeting them for the first time. We will have the seminars and
gear to get them started,” said Scott Travers.

Seminar topics will include everything from offshore Canyon
tactics to inshore tips and tricks for black sea bass. Speakers will
cover locations from Boston Harbor to the Connecticut River and
everything in between. Accomplished charter captains, authors
and local sharpies all pitching in to cover topics of interest.

All adults who enter the Fishing Show can register to
win a Free Fishing Charter Trip with Capt. Connor MacLeod
of Tall Tailz Charters for up to six people.

The New England Saltwater Fishing Show,
March 7 to 9 at the Rhode Island Convention Center,
will feature 340 booths and free seminars.

PLAN YOUR SHOW VISIT

Visit www.nesaltwatershow.com for updates on exhibitors at
the show. Planning your visit to the show will save time and lead
to success, just like planning a fishing trip in advance. By taking a
little time to plan your show visit you can make sure you are at the
show for the presentations you want to see and visit the booths
that have products you want to check out and buy. My strategy is
prior to the show oronce | arrive and get a program in hand, | take
ten minutes to plan the booths | want to visit. | do the same with
the seminar schedule once it is published.

The New England Saltwater Fishing Show is being held at the
Rhode Island Convention Center Friday, March 7, 1:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m.; Saturday, March 8, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; and Sunday, March
9, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Children 11 and under admitted free and on Sunday, March 9,
Family Day, all women are admitted free. Visit the Kids Casting
Area on Saturday and Sunday.

All adults who enter the show can register to win a Free Fishing
Charter Trip with Capt. Connor MacLeod of Tall Tailz Charters for
up to six people. You can purchase raffle tickets for three custom
rods donated by Ralph Craft of Crafty One Customs, with the rods
displayed at the RISAA membership booths.

Tickets at the door are $15. Friday is Military Appreciation Day.
In conjunction with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, the
first 250 Veterans and Active Duty personnel that arrive on Friday
will be admitted free. =il
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YEARLONG TOURNAMENT
FINAL 2024 STANDINGS!

The Yearlong Tournament is a continuing tournament that runs from January 1 to December 15 each year. All RISAA members are eligible
to participate, and there are no fees. Official Weight Slips are available at each monthly meeting and at all sanctioned bait shops. Only
authorized weigh-in stations with certified digital scales may be used. Meeting or exceeding State minimal sizes required is eligible.

BLACK SEA BASS

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. James Kaczynski, Jr. .......... 5.94 |bs
2. BillHubert......ocoevvereenennes 5.50 lbs
3. Donald Smith.....ccvcveeunennee 3.99 lbs
BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Tucker Jansen........cocceeenee. 2.58 |bs
2. Flynn Jansen v 2.58 |bs
3. Hayes Jansen........ceeennee 2.50 lbs
SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. Michael Tilelli......coorevueeenee 3.10 lbs
2. John Migliofi......c.cecuerevunece 2.00 lbs
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. NoEntry

2. No Entry

3. NoEntry

FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. BillHubert..oeeerererrerennnns 5.06 lbs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. Michael Tilelli......cocrreerennne 6.60 lbs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

Bluefish

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Captain Mark Pachico....... 12.34 lbs
2. Capt. Stephen Skenyon.... 12.30 lbs

3. Scott Travers.......cevevereen. 11.04 lbs
BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Charlotte O’Connell............ 9.87 lbs
2. Nolan O’Connell.......cccuue.. 9.69 lbs
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. Michael Tilelli.. 13.56 lbs

2. Michael Lynch.
3. Ronald Lynch......ccveveeneeee. 8.70 lbs

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

BONITO

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Ronald Lynch.....ccevvevvenenne 5.66 lbs
2. Susan Lema .....ocevvervvennns 4.86 lbs

3. Capt. Stephen Skenyon...... 4.37 lbs

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Jack Harris ...ceecereenceeecenenne 3.26 lbs
2. Tanner Boylan.........ccceeeee. 3.04 lbs
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. Michael Tilelli...coverevrreenen. 6.68 lbs
2. Michael Lynch........ccvvuueee. 4.88 lbs
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry
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Fluke

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Capt. Richard Hittinger..... 11.30 lbs
2. Paul Phillips .....ocovvveerrenenns 8.93 lbs
3. Dariusz Kolodziejczak ........ 8.12 lbs

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Jack Harris .cvveeveeecreeeerenenne 6.02 lbs
2. Flynn Jansen........ccceeeevene 5.86 lbs
3. TuckerJansen........ccoveennn 3.88 lbs

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

HADDOCK

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT
1. NoEntry

2. No Entry

3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. NoEntry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry




MAHI MAHI

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. No Entry

2. No Entry

3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Flynn Jansen........ccceuveeuennee 5.06 lbs
2. Tucker Jansen.........coeeeueees 1.84lbs
3. Hayes Jansen........ccceeuen. 1.34bs

POLLOCK

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Michael Tilelli....cccoeurerrenee. 10.30 lbs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

TAUTOG

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Capt. TUHarris....coecverennne 12.21 lbs
2. Donald Goebel........couue... 9.40 lbs
3. Bill Hubert......cccouvevererernnen 8.22 lbs

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Jack Harris ...covvveereerernennns 7.53 lbs
2. Gabriel Lacey .......coeevuurunevn. 5.55 lbs
3. Flynn Jansen........cccceeeeneen. 3.80 lbs

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. John Migliofi......coeeerermeunnce 7.42 bs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. No Entry

2. No Entry

" BE
ENTE

SCUP

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Bill Hubert........cccoeverrrenenee. 3.251bs
2. Rick Black ... 250 Ibs
3. Todd Treonze........ccoevevvunenee 2.46 lbs

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Flynn Jansen........ccooeeeveenne 1.66 lbs
2. Jack Harris ... 14T lbs
3. Tucker Jansen.......ccccoevuenee 1.38|lbs

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. John Migliofi...ccoeevevrvveennnnee 1.66 lbs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

SEA ROBIN

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Todd Treonze.......cccoevruenee. 1.75lbs
2. Scott Travers.......cecevevvennes 1.50 lbs
3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. FlynnJansen.......eeeeenee 2.70 lbs
2. Jack Harris ...oevereereverennes 2.02 lbs
3. Tucker Jansen.......cccoeuvvenee 1.10 lbs

SHORE DIVISION - ADULT

1. John Migliofi....cocveuriueeunnee 2.36lbs
2. Michael Lynch......c.ccvcuueeee. 1.26 lbs
3. No Entry

SHORE DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. NoEntry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

SURE TO
RIN 20

RI SALTWATER Aeglons | - PAGE 21

25!
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BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Barbara Audino........ccceuuee. 3.67 lbs
2. No Entry

3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Jack Harris .ocveveverererenes 19.15lbs
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

GRAY TRIGGERFISH

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT

1. Richard Reich.......cccouvvrrvnnne 3.10 lbs
2. Todd Treonze.... ... 2.69 lbs
3. Kenneth Mendez................. 2.60 lbs

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

TUNA- BLUEFIN

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. No Entry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR

1. Jack Harris......cccoeveevevennnne 97.06 lbs
2. TuckerJansen.......ccceuene. 26.66 lbs
3. Flynn Jansen........cocveueeeee 23.32lbs

TUNA- YELLOWFIN

BOAT DIVISION - ADULT
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. NoEntry

BOAT DIVISION - JUNIOR
1. No Entry
2. No Entry
3. NoEntry



Locally Owned
Locally Operated
Locally Priced

401-295-8711 - safesea.com
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2025 OFFICERS &
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHO’S WHO

in the Rhode Island Saltwater’s Anglers Association

RISAA CONTACTS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Scott Travers
travers@risaa.org

PRESIDENT
Dawn Filliatreault Wood
wood@risaa.org

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Capt. Richard Hittinger
hittinger@risaa.org

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Fred DeFinis
definis@risaa.org

SECRETARY
Susan Lema « lema@risaa.org

TREASURER
Steve Skenyon, CPA « skenyon@risaa.org

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Capt. David Michel « michel@risaa.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Gary W. Johnson « gary@risaa.org
John Kim « Kim@risaa.org
Bob Marco « marco@risaa.org
Bob Murray « murray@risaa.org
Richard Reich « reich@risaa.org

Kraig Ruth « ruth@risaa.org

LEGAL COUNSELTO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mitchell S. Riffkin, Esq

RISAA OFFICE
P.O. Box 1467
Coventry, RI 02816
(401) 826-2121
WWW.RISAA.ORG

New England Saltwater Fishing Show™
www.nesaltwatershow.com

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
David Michel, Chair
michel@risaa.org « 401-952-8697

CHARTER TRIPS COMMITTEE
John Kim, Chair
Charters@risaa.org « 401-826-2121

DEALER DISCOUNT PROGRAM
OPEN - Volunteer Needed
Contact: travers@risaa.org

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Thomas Wood, Chair
tomwood@risaa.org « 401-263-3909

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
Gisele Golembeski, Chair
gisele@risaa.org « 401-935-0827

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
Raymond Marchak, CPA
finance@risaa.org+ 401-826-2121

FLY FISHING COMMITTEE
John W. Edwards ||
edwards@risaa.org « 650-773-4168

FOUNDATION COMMITTEE
David Michel
michel@risaa.org» 401-952-8697g

FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE
OPEN - Volunteer Needed
Contact: travers@risaa.org

KAYAK COMMITTEE
Kraig Ruth, Chair
ruth@risaa.org « 401-640-3679

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Artificial Reefs Subcommittee
Richard Hittinger, Chair
hittinger@risaa.org « 401-739-1875

Menhaden Subcommittee
David Monti, Chair
monti@risaa.org « 401-480-3444

Public Access Subcommittee
Peter Jenkins, Chair
jenkins@risaa.org+401-826-2121

MERCHANDISE COMMITTEE
Bob Marco
marco@risaa.org

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
Scott Travers
travers@risaa.org

RISAA MAGAZINE
Fred DeFinis
definis@risaa.org

SALTWATER FISHING SHOW
Robert Murray
murray@risaa.org « 401-378-5895

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
David Michel, Chair
michel@risaa.org « 401-952-8697

SURFCASTERS COMMITTEE
Jeff Sullivan, Chair
surfcasters@risaa.org

TAG & RELEASE PROGRAM
Robert Murray, Coordinator
murray@risaa.org s 401-378-5895

TOURNAMENTS COMMITTEE
Mike Roy, Chair
roy@risaa.org

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Dawn Filliatreault Wood, Chair
wood@risaa.org « 401-263-3919

If you would like more information or would like to join a committee contact:
Scott Travers « Travers@risaa.org

MAGAZINE DESIGN & LAYOUT: Eddy Stahowiak - LBEddy9@gmail.com
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2025 FOUNDATION DONATIONS
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Saltwater Anglers Foundation ™=
A non-profit, IRS recognized (501c3) charitable and community service foundation.
Contributions to the RISA Foundation are deductible on your federal income tax.
PLATINUM ($500+) BRONZE ($50+)
The Rhode Island John Meyer
Community Foundation
COPPER (up to $49)
SILVER ($100+) Phyllis Vivari In Memory of John Vivari
Kenneth Cooper Douglas Sturgis
The Piper Family Fund
Maurice LeBlanc
Carl Tiska .
Captain David Michel MAKE A DONATION ONLINE:
Luca Razza WWW.RISAA.ORG/THE-FOUNDATION

William McCleish in Memory of Peggy & Wally Krupinski
Or fill out the form below and mail to the RISA Foundation.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution to

The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Foundation THANKYOU!
Name Phone
Address State Zip

PLEASE
PRINT Enclosed is cash or check for: () $5 ()$10 () $25 (%50 ()$100 () Other $

Any donation over O It’s OK to Print My Name O Please DO NOT Print My Name

- e e e e o e e e e e e e = = = e

o on o MAIL TO:
will be senta .
receipt that proves O Donation Made In The Name Of: RISA Foundation
your contribution for P.O. Box 1467
tax purposes. Coventry, RI 02816

HELP YOUR BUSINESS,
RISAA & THE FISH!

Advertise
with RISAA

Contact RISAA at 401-826-2121
if you have further questions.
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The Rhode Island’s Saltwater Anglers Association’s

Political Action Commiittee

One of the missions of RISAA is to represent the concerns of the

recreational community on regulatory and legislative issues. That 2025 PAC DO N o RS

means that we have to deal with elected officials.

Fortunately, there area number of legislatures who have worked
hard on our behalf and others who support RISAA’s principles. We PLATINUM ($5OO+)
need to be sure those officials remain in office. SILVER (S 100+)

It is also important that legislatures understand who we are. If

Stand Kenneth Cooper
we don’t advance our own causes, no one will do it for us.

By law, our Association can not contribute funds to any BRONZE (550"')
candidate, therefor we have established a legal, incorporated Wayne Berardi
and registered Political Action Committee which CAN make
contributions on our behalf. It has an independent treasurer and COPPER (UP TO $49)

its own bank account.

James Riggs
Only donations specifically made to the RISAA PAC can be used.

Under no circumstances can any membership dues money - orany THA NK YO U I
other contributions made to the Association - be used for the PAC. o
It would be a violation of state election laws for any money from

RISAA to be used for PAC purposes.

Also, all money received by the PAC must come from individual D E M o C RACY I S N OT A
d . N tributi b ted fi izati
o:r;zgsinesz ;ot:r:s t(.l ion can be accepted from any organization S P E CT AT o R S P 0 RT !

To be effective, we must participate in the system.

With your help, we can continue to work within the political system

to safeguard the rights and traditions of recreational fishing.

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!

Political Action Committee THANK YOU!

. E
1 1
. 1
. 1
. 1
: Name Phone :
1 1
! PLEASE Address State Zip !
\ PRINT Enclosed is cash or check for: (©) $10 () $25 (()$100 () Other $ :
| Donationsonty  (Make checks payable to RISAA PAC) :
1 accepted from 1
individuals. N H
: mm’; L;So,o Sometimes RISAA acknowledges the names of contributors in our newsletter, do you prefer that: MAIL TO: :
1 organizgtior}; check RISAAPAC !
| can be accepted. Q Please DO NOT Print My Name Q It’s OK to Print My Name: P.O. Box 1467 1
NG Coventry, RI 02816 :
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The Rhode Island Saltwater Angler’s Association (RISAA) believes in the sensible management of fisheries and the conservation and restoration of all
marine resources. RISAA has accepted a leadership role in order to provide a unified voice to preserve and protect the rights, traditions and future of
recreational angling. In order to achieve these goals, it is important for organizations who have the same goals to join together, uniting their voices
and votes for the good of present and future generations of anglers. Therefor, RISAA is proud to be AFFILIATED with these respected organizations:

Bowy,
o 93\6 %gﬁ
Al Cor.
Striper Toam (‘?&mg @'
Blue Water Bowling Green
Aquidneck Island Anglers Fishing Club
Striper Team

Connecticut
Surfeasters Assoc.

East Greenwich
Yacht Club

CT/RI Coastal
Fly Fishers

Narragansett
Salt Water
Fishing Club

Massachusetts Narragansett Pier

Striped Bass Assoc. Sportfishing Assoc.

Plum Island
Surfcasters

Old Colony
Amphibians

Pioneer Valley
Boat & Surf Club

 ~ “Rioty FiYRODDERS

- 4 Amarice's Qideit Setiwates Fiy Fivking Club

[
Hartford Surf ) Rhody Seaconnet
Fishing Club Fly Rodders Sportsman’s Club

Bm:key-e Brook
Coalition

Buc!{ey e !Iruok Btu.;.arr]b 11;"'3{ Cape Cod Salties
Coalition Fishing Club Sportfishing Club
g3y SLOWn MBBA ‘{
. g L—
’ %Gf Str :';gr_('.‘ul‘“ www.mbba.net
St. John's Jamestown Massachusetts

Fishing Club

Striper Club Beach Buggy Assoc.

40T o
& .,

*ﬁ‘
& =
BT ONY

“n :.;:.'m““g
Ao Rikad 1954 sk
Narragansett Newport Cty Salt Northeast Saltwater
Surfeasters Water Fishing Club

Fishing Club

RHODE ISLAND

HAEIMNE TRADES ASSOCIATION

Princeton
Fishing Team

Rhode Island Marine
Trades Assoc.

R. I. Mobhile
Sportfishermen

j/

CROSSROADS
ANGLERS

Slater Mill United Fly Tvers of Crossroads Anglers
Fishing Club Rhode Island Flyfishing Club

COALITION PARTNERS

In order to promote fisheries management and conservation on a regional , national and international scale,
the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association has associated with these organizations:

KEEPAMERICA

FISHING

AMERIGRN

SALTWATER GUIDES ASSOCIATION
TG CORRERVATHIN ——

—— WETTER WUSINESS THROUGH G

MENHADEN
DEFENDERS
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5 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP EI

The Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association is a nonprofit Association established to provide a forum for
saltwater anglers; to provide education to members concerning fishing techniques and overall enjoyment of fishing;
to foster sportsmanship; to support marine conservation and the sound management of fisheries resources; and
provide a unified voice to preserve and protect the rights, traditions and the future of recreational fishing.

Complete the form below and mail to: RISAA, P.O. Box 1467, Coventry, RI 02816

or REGISTER ONLINE at www.risaa.org/register to

e

<

o [ ] RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP [ | NEW MEMBERSHIP

o

'_

5 First Name Middle Initial Last Name

o

& Address City State Zip
<

'; DateOfBirth ____ Phone# ( ) E-mail

[ ] PutmeonRISAAE-mail list: O YES (O NO Thank You

Occupation Employed At

Children (up to 17 yrs):

|:| Register them as Junior Members (FREE). QO YES (Complete Below) (O NO Thank You

INFORMATION

Prefer to Fish From (check all that apply):

O Rocks & Piers O Charter Boats (O Party Boats O Fly Fishing (O Surfcasting () Other

|:|Own Boat: Length: —__ ft Maker/Type: — BoatName:— Docked at:

How did you hear about RISAA?

O Friend O Tackle Shop O Facebook O NewsArticle O RISAA Newsletter O Fishing Show O Wweb Site

O sawAdvertisementat: [ |internet [ ] Magazine [ ] Newspaper [ ] TV [ ]Other

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
|:| Regular Adult: $60/year
|:| Multiple Years (save $5/year): Q $100 (2 yrs) Q $165 (3 yrs) Q $220 (4 yrs)
|:| Senior (Age 65+): $35/year. Requires date of birth:

D Life Member: $500 (one time, single payment)
D Student (College/Trade School): $35/year (max .6 yrs). Requires copy of current student ID card

|:| Junior Member: FREE (Up to 17 years. Requires parent membership or a RISAA sponsor)

Junior’s Name: Age Date of Birth

Junior’s Name: Age Date of Birth

RISAA Sponsor (if parent not a member): Relationship
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION MAIL TO:
EnclosedismycheckforS___ (Payable to: RISAA) §IOSABA(SX 1467
To pay by credit card, visit: www.risaa.org/register Coventry, R 02816

Meetings: Held on the last Monday of each month at the West Warwick Elks in West Warwick, Rl at 7:00 pm. (attendance not required)

Membership Benefits Include: Monthly Seminars « Fishing Tournaments « Fishing Trips « Monthly Newsletter « Discounts at Tackle Shops &
Marine Dealers « Social Events « College Scholarships « Adds your voice to fisheries management and conservation issues.
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RISAA

P.O. BOX 1467
Coventry, Rl 02816

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUIRED

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Providence, RI
Permit No.1899

4 You Arent a Member /MN O f

JOIN RISAA TODAY!

Informative Monthly Magazine

Monthly Seminars with Expert Speakers
Member-Only Tournaments & Fishing Trips
Discounts at Participating Tackle Shops & Marinas
Family Events & Activities

College Scholarships

RISAA Advocates for YOU!

Marine Conservation
Stephen J. Medeiros Fishing Area at Black Point
Sound Fisheries Management
Legislation such as:
Defining Shore AccessTo 10 Feet Landward
of the “Weed Line”& CRMC Reform

And MORE!

+ NEW ENGLAND SALTWATER FISHING SHOW™

gﬂOﬂAO’é O/ « 3-Day Youth Fishing Camp

« Dam Removal Projects

RHODE ISLAND

SALTWATER /o1

The Voice of Southern New England Fisherman

401.826.2121




