SALTWATER RECREATIONAL FISHING LICENSE REPORT

(from page 1)

Further, it mandates this report by submitted to the Marine
The balance of the revenues derived from license sales are
Fisheries Council and “one or more public meetings to solicit
deposited into a restricted receipt account, which is managed
input from recreational fisherman and the general public.” The
by the DEM and subject to the exclusive-use restrictions set
Fisheries Council then prepares an addendum to the report,
for by law. Monies from the account can ONLY be used for
setting for the Council’s
managing Rhode
opinion on whether the
Island’s
marine
RI Saltwater Recreational Fishing Licenses Issued
program is meeting its
recreational fisheries,
intended purposes.
with particular refThe report is also
erence to improving
annually submitted to the
state-based recGeneral Assumbly.
reational fishery
For the past several
catch and effort
years, DEM Marine
statistics and stock
Fisheries Division
assess-ments; and
(Division) staff presents
e n h a n c i n g
this report to a meeting
recreational fishing
of the RISAA Board of
opportunities in the
Directors and Legislative
state.
Committee (which is
The availability
comprised of delegates
of this dedicated
from 28 affiliate clubs).
revenue source for
On February 19, 2019
use in supporting
Division staff presented
programs
and
the current report to the
activities
that
RI Saltwater Recreational Fishing Gross Revenue
RISAA Board of
address the priority
Directors, and all present
interests of RI’s
approved of the 2018
recreational fishing
expenditures
and
community is a major
proposed plans for 2019.
benefit associated
with the license
HOW WE GOT HERE
program.
Of
Back in 2009 the
particular value is the
federal government
opportunity to use
mandated that all
the state funds to
recreational saltwater
leverage federal
angers be registered and
funds.
that each state could
The U.S. Fish &
create it’s own permit
Wildlife Service’s
system, but if any state
(USFWS) Sport Fish
did not, it’s saltwater
Restoration Program
fishing citizens would
provides federal
have to purchase a $15
funding for saltwater
federal permit.
recreational fishing programs. The funding is administered via
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its own costs and is self-sustaining.
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