With MRIPusing an angler registration the universewill be
much smaller, basically being the households where a
recreational fisher resides. Thiswill yield much more useable
datafor the same amount of telephone survey time and should
lower the variance because the prevalence (as described above)
will bemuch closer to 1.0 (actually roughly 0.2 to 0.5 depending
on how many license holders arefishing that two-month wave)
and the total number of households will be a much smaller
number (maybe 80,000 rather than 416,500 as described above).

For this reason, the angler registration will improve one
portion of the survey designed to estimate effort, but will not
eliminate the other issues discussed above unless other
changes are made. MRIP will include other improvements not
discussed here.

If you have a headache | apologize, but think of how I felt
after spending two days looking at and talking about these
numbers day and night! | will tell you that there are many
subtleties about the survey methods and some of them may
generate random error in the data summaries while some may
generate a systematic error or “bias’ in the data summaries.

In any case there are a few general things that must be
considered when using these data to make management
decisions:

1. When NOAA reports this information they generally
includethe* percent standard error” (PSE) with theinformation.
This PSE is ameasure of how tight the people at NOAA think
thedataare. If the PSE islow (below about 10%) then the data
are pretty good, but if the PSE is over about 30% the datais not
very reliable according to NOAA.

2. The more specific we try to get — for example trying to
look at catch in the spring versus the entire year for just one
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species, in one state, the higher the PSE and therefore the less
we should be relying upon the data to make management
decisions.

3. Thelessdatawe havefor aparticul ar speciesor particular
mode, the higher the PSE and the less useable the data.

4. Themoreinterceptswe can includein the data, the better
thereliability of the datain general and the lower the PSE will
be.

5. The MRIP data should be better than the current MRFSS
data because the PSE on the estimate of “effort” should decrease
therefore all catch and harvest datawill have lower PSE.

6. Managers should be very cautious of possible sample
“bias.” Since“bias’ is systematic error in the data it actually
movesthe estimated conclusion in one direction away fromthe
true condition being estimated.

Thisis much more of a concern than random error, sinceit
systematically moves the conclusion from the data away from
the truth. An example of thiswould be if bluefish were mostly
caught at night and there were no intercepts taken at night,
then the conclusions regarding the total bluefish catch would
be biased |ow and more sampling would never improvethe bias
unlessit included the appropriate level of night intercepts.

Well, thank you for reading. You deserve a medal if you
understand the entire thing the first time through. Get in touch
with medirectly viaemail (Hittinger@risaa.org) or talk to me at
one of the monthly seminarsif you want to discussthisin more
detail. | have aoneinch thick book from the workshop that just
skims the surface of this program. You can also get more
information at

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st1/recreational/index.html
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CAPT. JOHN OGOZALEK
www.ogofishing.com
672 North Main Street
Danielson, CT 06239

860-774-6924
john@ogofishing.com

Stripers, Tautogs,
Cod, Sharks,Tuna

Capt. Mike Neto s

q t ° 28' Ocean Runner

;’1}%\ (401) 573-FISH
)
M:n‘t’)er W up to 4 anglers

OVER 10,000 ITEMS IN

All major credit
cardsaccepted

Rhodeldand’'sLargest
Independent TackleStore & BQ in

¢

Open7days 9
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Member
WWW.QUAKERLANETACKLE.COM

4019 Quaker Lane, Route?2
North Kingstown, RI

401-294-9642
800-249-5400

¢ ReAPER

« Short trips to Marathon trips
Tuna » Shark » Cod * Tautog -+ Ask about shared charters
Fluke * Striped Bass * Bluefish « Flexible rates and times

Capt. Bruce Weinstein f’}:‘E‘%

401-255-9630

finreapercharters.com

bruceweinstein@cox.net Sailing from Snug Harbor, RI

-31-

R.I.S.A.A./ June, 2009




